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CENTURY PARK MUSEUM ASSOCIATION BURNABY, B. C. OCTOBER 1974 

Accordin g to r eports from all sides 1974 has been 
a progressive and satisfying year at Heritage Vil lage wh i ch 
has emer ged f rom just an i dea to a majo r tourist attraction 
and a reco gnized museum in the space o f on ly three years. 

Popularity of the Village has been due in the 
past , in great part, t o wo r d-o f- mouth re commendations by 
those who have visited the site . This year, however, the 
Village was featuredon almost all of the tourist maps of t he 
Greater Vancouver area and in most of the guide books and 
pa ckage ticket servic es . Travel s ervices have also been s t eer
in g tour grou ps a s well as individuals to the Vil lac;e wi th t he 
r esult that staff were able to ho s t several gro ups of visi to rs 
from as far away as Japan. With all those cameras clicking 
we can be sure of some great pictorial publ :i. city in th e Or ien t . 

As well as run ning the Village, s t aff members a l s o 
fo und timeto k eep up-to-date wi th cur rent trends in museum 
wo rk. Tony Scott presents a "directorial diagnosis " a.bout th is : 

"' ..• Our eurator par t icipated in the Canadian 
Museums Association annual meetings an d seminars in St . John ' s , 
Newfoundland , l as t May. Three of us, t oge ther with Board 
Pember Ba rbara Copan, at t ended the flritish Columbia Hus e1J ms 
As sociation annual me etings and seminars. in Vancouver . i n mid
Sep tember. Heritage Village hosted the annual "ou t ing" for 
del ega tes to t his latter event and drew pla1Jdits for the 
qu ality of museum practice , development , plan ning and di splay 
presen t ation . To round out the year , two of us participated 
in the Western Canada Historic Sites Conferen ce , this year i n 
Edmonton, in early October .•.•.... Ou r sincere thanks are due 
to th e committ ee workers , volunteers and project members for 
their support and contributions to our operations ." 

Summ er att endance a t th e Village turned 
out to be about the same a s l a st year 
with nea rly 50 ,000 people pas s ing th r o1i gh 
the toll house gates . However , s chool 
tours , booked t o capacity during the 
spring and . fall, bring the total att
endance much hi gher and add anoth er 
dimension to the function and worth of 
the Village . Giving t he children ex
perien c e in living history has be en th e 

- _,/ ~ - aim of Ma r garet Mcinall, educ ation co-
• / ordinator, and her grou p of volunt eer 

doc ents. The student pro gr am, which is a i;ain about to r;et under
wa} , has now been enlarged to include physical identification 
wi th life in the early 1900 1 s . The children are abl e t o fool 
wh~ t it was like to churn butter, write on a sla te and carry 
wa t er to be heated ona stove, etc . Th e volunteer doc ent s a r e 
a very impo rtant pa rt o f th e pro gr am which would not be poss
ible without their assistance i n guiding t he youngs te r s t o 
display a r eas , explainine the use of th e s elected it em s an d 
answering questions. Th e fact tha t thi s is a worthwhile and 

- r e,•m-rn.i--n-g- ac-1:-±-vrt-y- :rs attested t"ci- oy t h e- fa ct- th at mos t .. of 
l as t season ' s docents have return ed for t he fal l pro gram . 
!r?inin g s essions for docents were held in September -but add -
1 t 1onalvolunteers are welcomed ~ ny time sinc e the s chool pro 
gram is l imited by the nu mber of docents available . Mar gare t 
would be deli ght ed to hear from anyone interested in comi ng to 
t he Village for a couple of hours on a regular weekly basis to 
work with c'hildren in a museum se t tin g . (Phone:291-8525) 

One of the highl i ght activities in the Village thi s 
yea r was the Easter Sunday opening ceremony comple t e with musi c 
by the Burnaby Fireman ' s Band , a par a de of vintage cars and an 
Easter egg hunt for the children . Th e Dominion Day celebration 
was su ccC'ssful beyon d all expectati ons when such contest s as 
foot races, pie eating , cake judging , sawing and spike drivi ng 
be cam e hilarious competition. An old- style rally sta.P; od by a 
numbe r of local parliamentary candidates re-lived a politica l 
s c ene of yesteryear. 
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A sod-turning ceremony was held for the Village church whi ch 
has been constructed under the sponsorship of the South Burnaby 
Men's Club. Numerous delays and shortages of ~ 
materials held up crompletion of the church f~r~ 

1 

but a last minute spurt managed to get the ~ii 
building ready, oomplete with an instant .; 
garden, for the October 4 wedding of Elsie .· . • 
Blake, secretary to Ma yor Tom Constable q ... • • ~~ -11 
and volunteer secretary to the Board of /✓ • • • j J. 

the C.P. M.A. A very happy and fitting ... ~ • • , 
first entry in the little church's ~ -
book of records. · 

Another happy event in the Village ha~en the 
progress made on the restoration of "!lld Curly", that durable 
but sadly neglected little steam locomotive whose history seems 
to be rather obscure des:pite Curator John Adams' delving into 
the past. Curly's salvation came in t he form of a Provincial 
Government's Student Temporary Employment Program grant which 
allowed for the hiring of six students and the purchase and 
rental of equipment and supplies needed for the engine's cos
metic surgery. 

..,. 
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The Opportunities for Youth Program 
provided 10 young people who added life 
and co7 our to the \Tillage by physical 
display of such activites as baking 
cookies in a wood-burning stove, churnin g 
butter, spinning, and splitting shakes. 
Volunteers also brou gh t activities to 
the Village in t he form of Sunday aft er
noon demonstrations of music, song , dance 
and needlework. They, along with those 
who manned the printshop, pharmacy and 

tt - - -,,,,.1a:r• __.._. blacksmith shop, etc., were greatly 
• appreciated by both the staff and the 

public • 
Heritage Village's first authentic Burnaby shop was moved f rom 
Sixth Street and 13t.h Avenue in the small hours of Au gust 16. 
M0 st people will remembe r thi.s store as 11Whi techurch' s Hardware" 
but originally i~ was built as a drygoods shop. 

It was through the efforts of John Adams that the 
Village obtained such fittin gs as Victorian mantels and the main 
staircase from the recently demolished Hill house, in New West
Jv'.inster, known to be t he first house designed by B. C. 's most 
renowned early architect, Samuel McClure. John is also on the 
look out for old bank artifacts to use in a proposed Royal Bank 
whi ch will be, in part, made poss ible through a recent generou s 
dona tion from the Royal Bank of Canada. If you know of any sui t
able material please c'all him at the Village, 

Since the start of the Village one of the busies t 
spo ts on the site has been th e gift shop which, during the past 
season was staffed by Mrs. Daphne Carr and her group of volun
teers who gave many hours of th eir time. A new postcard of the 
Village was added to the card selection and it will be avail
able at a variety of locations on the Lower Ma inland, Sever al 
interior slides will be ready for S1?,.le next year._ _ _ 

{MrsJ Barbara Copan, gi f t shop commit tee chairperson , 
comments:"I was pa rticularly pleased to hear the many compliments 
of the visiting members of the B .• c. Museums Association last 
month about the uniqueness of our Gift Shop as it related to the 
overall concept being presented in the Village ••.. Many of the 
visi t ors were amazed at the variety and quality of items of fe red 
for sale, as well as the appropriateness of the decor and the 
costuming. It was with a sense of gratitude and appreciation 
to the many volunteers that I received these kind words of en
couragement and pass them along to the rest of our Association's 
members," 

Membership, reports(Mrs.) Isobel Varrick, membership 
committee chairperson, remained static in 1974 wit~ 106 annual 
members and 15 life members being recorded. Some membership 
'bonuses• were added to policy. !·'.embers are now able to take a 
guest into the Village for a visit in hopes that the guest will 
also become interested enough to take out a membership. New 
membership applications have been devised and a new catagory of 
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membe r ships is about to be proposed . A special pror,ram of 
events has been drawn up to stimulate :nernber participation 
and communicatio~ in the form of r egular newsletters will 
keep members abreast with Vi llage pro gress and act i vities. 
Any fu rthe r su ggestions will be welcomed by Mrs. Varrick 
who can also be conta cted fo r membership a pplications, 
(Phone:435-2700) 

******************* *********** 

LETTER FROM TH F PHESIDENT 

Hi Folks, I 
The new season is here and we a re off to a running 

start , 
The South Burnaby Men's Cl ub will be opening th eir 

village church and officially handing it over to Heritage 
Village on Sun day, October 20 , a t 2 p . m. You B.re all invited . 
Re freshments will be served in t he Vj_llage Ice Cream Parlour. 

:Don 't forget the gener al member ship meeting , October 
30 . at 8 p . m, in the Ic e Cream Pa rlour. After the business is 
ov er the pro gramm e will include a talk by Mr. Martin Segger 
o f th e B. C. Provincia l Mu s eum . His topic will be Pre s erva t ion , 
Res toration and He- cr eation of Old Buildings . Re freshment s will 
be served. 

At t his time I would like t o acknowledge all our mem
bers and frien ds who have contributed so much to the growth of 
He r itage Village. I par ticularly want to thank those with 
individual work assi gnments: the board and committee members 
who have to attend meetings and the edu cation and docent pro 
gramme voluntee rs. The Gift Shop,a valuable information center 
for our museum 's visitors, has , enjoyed success beyond expect
ations . 

1.1/e have worked closely with the Sou th Burnaby Men's 
Club and have assisted t h e Burnaby Jaycees with their loco
motive project , 11 Curly". 

This fall will also see a s t art on t he B.C. Society 
of Hodel Engineer's working steam, passenger-carrying model 
rail way . 

Last,but not least, I would like to thank our sta ff 
for their loyal sunnort, enthusjasm and hard work in oper
ating and developin g our Village, 

John Thomson, 
President. 

*** ****************************** 

COMING ATTRA CTION ... . . ... BASIC QUILTING COU RSE 

Heritage Village will be ent ering the area of publ i c 
progr amming thi s fall with a course on basic quilting . The 
course will be held on Tuesday evenings, 8- 10 p.m,_, from 
October 22 t o No vember 26 , in t he Ice Cream Parlour . If there 
is enou gh interest a s econd class may be held on Wednesdays , 
1: 30-3:30 p. m., October 23 to No vember 27. Registration fee 
v.rill be 1\5,00. 

Further information may be obtained from Mar garet 
Mcinall at the Village . (p;,one: 29 1- 8525) 

******************* *~******** 

e'ROM THE fDITOR •••...• 
Many thanks to al l those wh o submitted mat erial for 

this •newsletter, \Ve only wish t hat vre could have printed each 
write-up word for word but space would not permit. 

Pixie Mc Geachie . 
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LETTERS TO THF FDI TOR ••••••• 

The publ i c and members i,; ho v j_sl.t Heri tage V:Lllag ,1 a re enamoured w:Lth t h(: tli,, •1"1: ,.1: , 
and the opexationa of the f H.cil i ty bu t oft.en do t licy r e:,.1.lis·e tba.t evr:. n tih)l.l ,_ i , 1,L11.J 
hrll"e paid a $L OO adm:Lli1s:Lon (50¢ f or children ) tho citiz,ens of Burnab:1 h''H, :,,,, ,_ 
sidiz~xl their v isi t by appr oximat.ily ti,1.50 . 

Ra t her a star ting revela tion when ,Je con::;id e.r t ha. t the visitor;) t o Herit;igo V.i.11:.::;e 
aro mos t.ly ou t -of - t ovJn er s r1h0 a ttend during our cp en:.i.ng s eason of mid-June tr1 Labor 
De,y , Ther e :L s no a c t ua l coun t of ti1e b r eakd own of rec;i d en t t o non - r esident v l.sj tr,r a , 
but i t, i. s cenerally agreed t ha t t he la t ter :i s i n the ma ,jority . Th:Lti !l' ean:, then , 
th:,, t the t rL-<:pa.yer a of Burnaby are sL1bsid iz:ing a n opera tion whi ch d oesn ' t ov on provia c 
program f or t hei r own need s or c:i tizons . 

Heritag e Villag e wa s con cei v ed and br ought i n to b eing by the Burnaby cc,·,t ,ic•i".". }. 1 71 
("o rnni.ttoe fully cogni zant of t ho possi bility of it becoming either a +,.rQ;u,·,un 1.1L: 
succes s or one of the bigges t 1Whi tc elephants' eN er built. Fo r tunato.Ly W': L~,ve h·1d 
good publi c r <!! :ipons e t o our Village . We hav e also had good ci t ize:1 ::; C C<ii) i.e., , ,c,, ; bu t 
l.i. ttl e awa r eness of t ho costs of opera t i or, . 

Ba ck i n 1 971 / 72 the Boa rd of Dir e cto.rn proposed an a nnual budg(lt i. n the ncJ.,,' :,orr.riod 
of $50 , 000 . 00 of which the muni c:i pal ity ,rnuld hav e subsidi7, ed Yw me :f;JJ , 000 , CG i-1 ,,i ch 
was then consider ed t o be a maximum Oper a t ing G1·a nt in v i ew of t he facili.ty Loir,,1, 
the 'b r ainchil d 1 of a cornmi t tee of the muni cipal coun cil and b e ca ua e of t i1e need fo r 
gr ea t er a ssis t ance i n our i ni tial y ear . 

For t he cun ent y ear 197~, i t is anti.cipa t ed t l1a t the munici.pal govor nm,1n t w.ill 
con t r i bute in ex ce siii of $80 , 000 . 00 to t he oper a t i on,Ll bud ge t for the Vi.11;,ge . 'lhi u 
amoun t will be requ i r ed i nspi t e of t he increased r ev e nues gener ated by r ai.uinr; tho 
admiss i on pr i. ce , r a i sing prices in the Ice Cremn Parl or and hav i ng sev en• l ~&le~ 
ou tle t s i.n 'the Village . 

1'hi3 Prov i s i onal Budge t pr epared fo r 1975 indicatmi t ha t th e municd.Jir' l t:,x:;>'1?ern 
wil l be a skod t o con t r ibute even mo:r o (lj_s,_,ropor-ti.0;1a t.oly that in pr ov:i.r,u3 ,iG'lrcS . 

Your asso ci a ·::Oion i s asking the mun:i. ci.pa.1. coun ci l t i::, approve a c21nt:r :ibution eif 
$117 , L1 2 , 00 to the oper attonal bud,;et of Heritag e Village . Tru e enoup;h :,i,vo 
$L0 , 000 . 00 of this amoun t i s suggest,icl a s bei ng fo r a ca p:i.tal building pr,, ,,r· r,, 
bu t it i s con ting ent u;ion the Associa t ion r a isinp; tile sum of $8 0 , 000 . 00 h;r cJn ,1:,.L.i. or,o 
and grants f r on other sour @es . 

Counting ev eryon.i tha t come,, t hr out; h the gate ; thor e mi ght b e a gr ancl t o t."11 CJ[ 

50 ,000 personn v i s j_ting tho Village du:dni, our t ri t a l open.i.nt, day s . w:,en you 
consider tha t t he Vill..ige i s open t o the vici:iting public c- nly 110 day::. d1uin;:, the 
year; t he cos t t o t he muni oi.pal i t y of opera·ting Her it1go V:iJ.1.ag e is in need o., 
c~1re.ftLl scrut,inty . Thor e arc; fm;, if a ny , o ther pr ogr am s i n Bur naby that r<lly :n 
lK•av \.l y upon t he 1111mi cipal t ax dol lar for their op e,· ati.onu . M:J.ybe :Lt i~ t:Lm'.) i-ie 
had a s er .:.ou::; l ook at hcnv we a r (J meotin.:.~ the c.t t'L<:ir i.a , ;;is or i g inally Jet f11 :r l{1 '!Jhon 
iiori t ag e v j}J_.J ,::(;, e,; ;1. P1e i n to being~] ~ our Centennial 171 Pt (\ ject . 

S:i.gned, 
.&n C_op_an, __ 
Pagt Pre r-:tf·i r:n l. , 
C. P. M, A. 


