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CENTURY PJ\RK MUSEU!f ASSOCIATION 

Nill1SLETTER - NOVEMBER, 1973 

With another successful year behind them the Century Park Museum 

Association is now deeply involved in planning for the coming year of operat:j.on 

at Heritage Vill a ge , Members of the Boa rd and Committees of the Association, 

a l ong with Village staff , a r e giving much time and thought to their responsibi lity 

of pr esenting to the public an educational and recreational attraction worthy of 

being part of Burnaby , 

In the past year the Villa ge administration did not a lways run smoothly 

but suffice to say tha t difficult ies were diligentl y pursued until solutions were 

obtained. The turnover of seasona l staff has been an uns et t lin~ f a ctor i n the 

Village operation but since employment can be guar anteed only on a ca sua l ba sis 

t hi s situa tion is to be expected . \'fr1ile the situation put a distinct strain on 

administra tive personnel the probl em 1vas coped with satisfactorily with the help 

of volunteers 1'1ho gave so generously of their time and lmoul edge , 

It is r egr ettable t hat Nrs . PhylliE< Ha rris, 1-!useum Cura tor for the 

past season, ha s lef t to accept another post , The position she va ca ted will 

b e fill ed as soon as another suitable person is found . 

Again, this past year, much of the phy si ca l work in the Vi llage 1·,as 

a ccompli shed t hrough the f i nancial assistance of an L.I . P. gr ant . A second 

L. I.P . grant project result ed in the C. P .11.A . taking on a new dimensi on in their 

endeavor to preserve local his torical r ecords . A Burnaby writer, one full -time 

and one part- time researcher and a stenographer were empl oyed for five months 

ga thering together , for the f irs t time under one c9•rnr , resource material 

r elating to the history of the Hunicipality . Also, a book tent3.tively titled 

11 The Bygones of Burnaby" has been compl eted and plans to publish this book are 

being formula t ed by the Boa r d of the C. P ,l•i . A. 

With the formation of an Education Commi ttee a program of instructi ve 

tours of Heritage Village for certa in school gr a des ha s been l aid out with hopes 

t hat this type of educa tiona l proer am wi ll be ready to commence early next year , 

First , however, it 1,J:i.ll be nec essary to recruit and train volunteer docents who 

will be a vailable on a regular basi s to guide and inform the school.children as 

wel l a s ot her scheduled groups . For any adult, either man or woman, interested 

in taking part in a 1·rorth1vhile project in the communi ty, the rol e of docent 

1;ould be mos t re,rarding . A docent training program will be set up to start in 

January 1974, A publicity campai gn for volunteer s i s phnned for November but 

i n the rneo.ntime Hr s . Kay Zimmerman, Co- ordinator of Volunteers, 1rill happi l y 

t ake names a t 298- 7925 , 

For a look at what transpired in the Village itself during the past 

season, Tony Scott, Executive Director, summarizes : 

"With the completion of di s pl ay ch1mges and improvements, including : 

El.worth House, the Automobile Shop, the Dress . Shop, the North Wes t Mounted Police 

Post, the Gift Shop and the Ice Crerun Parlour, Heritage Village opened for the 

1973 season on Ea.ster Sunday, April 21. Acting on behalf of the Mayor and Council 



• 8~ 

fl; ~ 

of Burnaby, Alderman Doreen Lawson officiated a t a brief openine; ceremony '!rhich 

was highlighted by the presence of the Burnaby Firemen 1s Band and members.of the 

Burnaby Detachment RCMP including a mounted member in the uniform of 1873 , 

"During the summer , the Tram was sufficiently completed to be opened 

for public display with artifacts of B. C. Electric Railway days and partial 

interior restoration, later, a short length of miniature rail,.ay track ,.as 

l aid by one of our affiliated groups : the B.C. Model Engineers Society, and steam­

operated train rides were run by members o.f this group for the free enjoymez:it 

of our visitors. From the early part of the summer, a fine old Nickelodeon, 

on loan, provided music of the early nineteen- hundreds in the Ice Cream Parlour, 

"late September saw the installation of the old saddle- tank steam 

locomotive CURLY, formerly displayed at the P.N.E . grounds, This st&1Jll engine, 

ori.sinally used in the building of the Panama Canal, and in the U.S . A. and 

British Columbia for industrial and railway building was transported and 

installed at Heritage Villa:;e through the efforts and kfod support of the 

Burnaby Jaycees, another of our affiliated groups , While ackno i-rledging affilia t ed 

members we should not foreet to mention the original one : the Burnaby Historica l 

Society, which has provided much of the furniture and furnishings on display 

in Elworth House , 

"Up to the time of writing, total visitor admissions at Heritage 

Village this year have been 50, 000 persons . For July and August, admissions 

were up more than 6,000 persons over the same months in 1972 Olli' first year, 

The general response has been most encouraging, pa rticularly to our improved 

Gift Shop, operated by a well- supported Gift Shop Cormnittee . One display that 

ms proved of great visitor interest is the N.H.H. P. post, established for the 

RCMP 1 s Centenary year in our log cabin and staffed by me.mbers of the 9th Burnaby 

Centre Venturers, Boy Scouts o:1' Canada, as a s1.muner project ," 

A big round of applause should certainly be given to the Venturers 

whose faithful attendance, colourful appearance and courteous manners were 

definite assets to the Vill age scene , 

Mrs , Rosemary Burnham, Chairman of the Gift Shop committee, extends on 

behalf of the Committee, grateful thanks to all who 11orked so hard to make the 

Shop a successful venture this past season, Three "Buyer's Marts" held this 

year all produced worth,·m.ile hand- crafted items for sale in the Shop. Commercia l 

outlets were also sea rched for saleable i terns that were in keeping iii th the 

era which the Village depicts . Fresh i deas on any aspect of the Gift Shop 

operation are invited and welcomed by the Committee , 

o.-,, Wha t is the good word on thin6s to come? J\n attractive Five Year 

Master Development Plan has been worked out ivith further buildine; and land­

scaping to be completed as soon as funds permit, One of the most welcome 

additions to the Village will be the replica of a n old church to be built 

throus)l the community interest and sponsorship of the South Burnaby Hen I s Club , 
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In recognition of the valuable contribution of time and effort by 

volunteers during the past season, the Century Pa rk Museum Ass.ociation is 

holding a Christmas Tea, Any member viho would like t o drop in to meet the 

volunteers and help to express appreciation for their efforts is cordially 

invited to do so during the two hours the Tea will be in progress. The committee 

planning the Tea would be greatly assisted in its preparations if those ma~bers 

who pl an to attend would call Mrs, Jvi?.rg Beattie, Chairman of the Membership 

Committee; at 433- 0148, 

In closing , it is only fitting that the Presi dent of the C.P.M.A , 

should have the last word: 

"I woul d like to thank Pixie McGeachie for editing and Don Copan for 

producing this newsletter , 

Volunteers help to make Heritage Village a unique and exciting place , 

I thank you all , 

If you need transportation to the general membership meeting on 

Nov61lber 29th please give me a call at 298-8861 , 

The access road off Sperling Avenue and the parking lot at the Burnaby 

Lake Pavilion do not have curbs so drive carefully particularly if it is foggy ,•t 

John Thomson, 
President , 
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CCMING EVENTS 

GENERAL MEEI'ING , , , , , , , , , .Novenber 29th at Burnaby 
Lake Pavilion - 8 , 30 pm. 
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CHRISTMAS TEA •• , , • , , , •. , , December 9th, between 2 pm ;:-
and 4 pm in the Ice Cream ;:­
Pa rlour at Heritage Village, ;, 
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