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COMMUNITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HIS WORSHIP, THE MAYOR 
AND COUNCILLORS 

SUBJECT: HERITAGE BURNABY - "MIGRATION STORIES PROJECT'' 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. THAT Council approve the "Migration Stories Project", as outlined in this
report, as a partnership project with Simon Fraser University to enhance
Heritage Burnaby.

2. THAT Council approve an expenditure of $10,000 towards Phase I of the
"Migration Stories Project", as outlined in this report .

3. THAT a copy of this report be sent to Dr. David Kaufman, Faculty of
Education at Simon Fraser University.

REPORT 

The Community Heritage Commission, at its meeting held on 2017 November 16, 
received and adopted the attached report outlining a new partnership project with Simon 
Fraser University for the creation of a digital project for Heritage Burnaby. 

Copied to: City Manager 
Deputy City Manager 
Director Planning & Building 
Director Finance 
Director Parks Rec. & Cult. Services 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Councillor C. Jordan 
Chair 

Councillor S. Dhaliwal 
Vice Chair 
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� Cityof 
-T¥Burnaby Meeting 2017 Nov 16 

TO: Cl IAIR ANO \·tE\·1BERS 
COM\1UNITY I IER!T AGE COMivtISSION 

COMMISSION REPORT 

DATE: 2017 November 09 

FROi\l: DIRECTOR PLAN�I>!G AND BUI.DING FILE: 3520 :w
U,:k,.,,1<·••· ... \ ligralton .\"torh',\· l'n,1,1cl'" 

SUBJECT: HERITAGE BUR�ABY - "MIGRATION STORIES PRO.JECT" 

PURPOSE: To outline a nc\\' partnership project \\'ith Simon r:rascr University for the 
creation of �1 digital project for I kritage Burnaby. 

RECOi\li\lENDA TIONS: 

1. THAT the Community llcrit:.ige Commission appro\'c the ••f\,tigration Stories
Project .. as outlined in this report as a partnership project \\'ith Simon Fraser
University to enhance I Ieritagc Burnaby.

2. THAT Council be requested to appro,·e an c:\pcnditure of $10.000 to\\'ards Phase
One or the ··i\,figration Stories Project", as outlined in this report.

3. THAT a copy of this report be sent lo Dr. Da,·id Kaufman, Faculty or Education at
Simon Fraser Unin:rsity.

1.0 BACKGROU:\'D 

REPORT 

In 2015. the City initiated the Burnaby Digital Storytelling Project, \\'hich resulted in more than 
50 Burnaby seniors participating in workshops to create short films about important life e,cnts. 
Sc\'cral of thosc films ha\'c been colb.:tcd by the Burnaby Village t\tuscurn for inclusion on thc 
1 lcritagc Burnaby website. Folio,, ing a presentation to the Community I lcritagc Commission 
(Cl IC) at their meeting of 20 I 6 February 04 by representatives of the Burnaby Digital 
Storytelling Project. City staff \\ere directed to updatc tht.: Cl IC on Ii.mire opportunities Cor 
eollabormion that would furthn aihancc the project as a key cducational initiati\'e lo promote 
Burnahy·s multi-cultural heritage. 

Building on the success or the recent "'Burnaby Then and No\\··· hcritagc marker prnject. thc City 
has pursued fi.1nher opportunities to highlight Burnaby's significant multi-cultural heritage. Since 
that timc. the Cl IC directed stal'f lo create a series of hcritaue markers to commemorate Burnahv 

-
. 

125. As part of that project. an outreach strategy wns dcwlopcd to collect and interpret storics
rellcctin!.! the communitv·s cultural di\'crsit,·. Siunificant momentum has been crcatcd. in

.... ., * '-

pa rt i cu htr ,, ith long-Lim.: Chincsc Canadian r�sidcms of Burnaby.
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To: Community Heritage Commission 
From: Director Planning and Building 
Re: Heritage Burnaby- "Migration Stories Project" 
2017 November 09 .......................................................... Page 2 

This effort was to build on the Burnaby Social Sustainability Strategy and the key Strategic 
Priority of "Celebrating Diversity and Culture". A goal of the Commission is to enhance digital 
resources available on the City's Heritage Burnaby website and provide more access to the 
history of the City's ethnic communities and citizens. 

The proposed new initiative of the "Migration Stories Project" aims to expand on the success of 
previous partnerships with Simon Fraser University (SFlJ), while increasing the City's capacity 
to collect stories reflecting the diversity of Burnaby's population, both past and present. 

2.0 MIGRATION STORIES PROJECT 

2.1 Project Outline 

The goal of the "Migration Stories Project" is to collect short, "digital stories" representing 
Burnaby's diverse cultural communities. Digital stories are short films that incorporate images, 
video, and sound to tell a story. They are created in collaboration between a person who lived the 
experience (the storyteller) and a facilitator who helps with the production. 

The "Migration Stories Project" will focus on collecting personal stories of people who have 
come from elsewhere to make Burnaby their home. It will include stories from recent migrants, 
as well as long-time residents. It will include people of many cultural groups, and explore 
common themes of migration, adaptation to a new community, and integration. The stories will 
be shared with community agencies and educators, to help build cross-cultural understanding. It 
is expected that the project will assist the City and its partners to educate and create wider 
knowledge and interest regarding how Burnaby has responded to successive waves of migration, 
and create opportunities to share Burnaby's success as a place that welcomes diverse newcomers 
into the community. 

Key deliverables of the project will be the short films to specifically enhance the City's Heritage 
Burnaby website, and use in other media, with content that builds on the resources available for 
education of cultural diversity and the rich history of the City. 

2.2 Project Partnership with Simon Fraser University 

To pursue the goals of the CHC in advancing the digital storytelling initiative, staff have initiated 
further discussions and collaboration with the City's existing partnership at SFU, through Dr. 
David Kaufinan with the Faculty of Education. It is noted that the CHC has successfully worked 
in the past with Dr. Kaufinan and his students and staff to complete work within the City 
including the "Freeman Legacy Project" (2006) and the "Burnaby Digital Storytelling Project" 
(2014-2016). 

To enhance the project, Dr. David Kaufman has submitted an application to the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) on behalf of the project being sponsored 
largely by SFU. If supported by the CHC and Council, the City would serve as a project partner 
with a recommended contribution of$10,000, and staff in-kind support valued at $5,000. 
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