THE CORPORAT IV OF Tilk DISTRICT OF BUREABY

N

[ HIS WORSHIP, THE REEVE, AND
Vo MEMFERS OF THE MURICIPAL COUNCIL.

Gentlemen:

REPORT.OF THE TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITIEE

Your Committee would report as follows: '

(1) Grandview-Douglas Highway - Douglas Road Area

Ve received requests for the following measures to improve travel i
conditions for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic at the
ceptioned location:

(a} a school sign on Douglas Road in advance of the
intersection; . !

(b} the coapletion of the walkwéys on both sides of
Grandview-Douglas Highway as soon as possible;

(c) the plecing of the “No Left Turn" sign on Grandview-
Dougles Highway and the '"No Right Turn sign on
Douglas Road at the intersection in more conspicuous
places;

(d) the re-painting of the road markings on both of the
streets involved;

(e) the elimination of the raiscd North-Yest corner of
the intersection;

(f) a suspended flashing light at the crest of the-
hill on thecurve West of Grandview-Douglas Highway
in advance of the crosswalk. .

W. These matters were all investigated and, as a result, we would
offer the following on them:

(a2) The normal procedure for the placing of school advance
. varning signs is to crect them on streets that are
) adjacent to a school.

~ This particular request is for a sign on Douglas Road
between Grandview-Douglas Highway and Sprott Street.

ie feel, as the intersection of Grandview-Douglas
Highway and Douglas Road has & traffic signal, the
motorists attention will be on the signal and not
on a sign so closec to the signal.

;) M2 would also point out that the purpose of an advance
i warning sign, such as regucsted, is to indicate the

I presence of children on the road. On this particuler
! part of Douglas Road, the children shouid cross at

the signal and not some distance away from it.

We can therefore sce no justification for the raquasted
sign.
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(b) Three-foot gravel waiks will be provided behind the
curb on Grandvicw-Douglas Highway as part of the
improvesents that are being made to the Highway ot the
prescnt time.

(c) A "“No Left Turn" sign was alrcady in place over the
centre of the road next to the traffic signal hcad.
Hovcvcr, anothcr ona was mounted on the tcft side
of the road to ensure that motorists are fully aware
of the turning prohibition.

The "No Right Tunr" sign is on the right side of
Douglas Road in a location where a motorxst thinking
of turning right would be looking.

We fecl these signs arc adecquate and would thercfore k
recommend that they not be moved or any more added.

(d) the two streets have recently been centre-lined and
this would appear to satisfy this request.

(e) the hazard at the Morth-West corner of the intersection
has becn eliminated by removing ihe raised corner there.

(f) since there is a pre-wsiniag sign with an attached speced
reduction tab West of thez curvec West of the interscction
and no problem seems to oc expe: ienczd by Eastbound
motorists approaching the crosswaik at the intersection,
vwce feel there is no justification for a flashing light
at the location.

Your Committee would recommend that the action suggested, or
taken, with respect to the six requests be endorsed by Counc:l
and this decision conveyed to the organization which submitted
the requests.

(2) Clinton Street
A request was received that the crosswalk in front of Clinton
School be more prominently marked so that it can be seen at night

The crosswalk is @ mid-block one and has been installed in
accordance with the standards prescribzsd by the Canadian Good
Roads Association Manual. The crosswalk is intendcd for daytime
use and therefore the signs indicating the presence of it arc
not reflectorized.
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However, we did feel that this crosswalk did merit special attention
and, as a result, the B. C. Hydro and Power Authority wes

requested to place a strecet light on the pole thet is located i
at the South end of the crosswalk.

We would recommend that this action be ratified.

We weuld like to edd that Lhe question of crosswalk clessificetiong
is being re-eveluated to determine whether there is a ncud to
change thc various warrants for such installations.
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(3) Penzvr

L_Fron boundary Ro

L coapliint was reccived concerning indiscriminate parling
cir Pender Strect avac Boundziy Road.

The locetion was investigated Lo asce
parking on Pender Stroet and this rov
3700 Block, only about one-ha!f of th
v2s occupied by parked vehicles.

rtain the densitvy of
caled that, in the
e available curb space

The complainant was &also visitad and it was found that,
although no one in licr home owns a car, the presence of parked
vehicles at the front of the house is annoying to her. She
also pointed ou: that, being in ill hualth, she felt the

curb should be kept clear in thc event an emergency vehicle
was required to come to har home.

Though sympathy wss cxpressed with her problem, it was explained
that the municipelity was opposcd to posting the thrce-hour
parking limit which exists under the Strect and Traf{ic By-law
because vehicles displaced by such a restriction would likely
move Lo adjacent streets and cause a problem there.

It was also obscrved that the complainant has an empty garage
at the rear of her property, which is served by a lanc.

Your Committce would recommend that, in view of the foregoing

investigation, no action be taken regarding the.parking
situation at the subject location.

(4) Animatced Children's Forms

Your Committec was informed that it was mentioned, during a
Courcil mecting on November 13th, that there is in use in a
few areas on the North JAmerican continent an animated sign,
in the form of a young child, that is placed in the centre of
@ roadway to alert motorists to the possible presence of
school children nearby. :

It was apparently suggestced in Council that such @ sign has

the c¢ffect of startiing @ motorist and making him very

conscious of the nced to observe extreme caution while travelling
on streets in areas where schools are locatcd.

Your Committce was asked to enquire as to the effectiveness of
this device and to indicate our views on the use of it.

The enquirics which we made resulted in the following information
being received:

(a) On August 22, 1955, Divisional and
District Officersof the Department of Highways were
circularized with a notice that the usc of child
silhoucttc school signs is to be discouraged because
‘they are contrary to the Highway Act an< Reguletions.

It was pointed out in that HMHotice. that the R.C.H.P.,

as well as most trafric officials on th: Morth Amcrican
contincnt, were strongly opposed to the use of such
signs. .

The reasons for this attiditude waere that, though the

sign might craate an impression upan a sntorist {or
a short tine, it soon loscs its appeal and offect.
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Morecover, facsimiles of children were deemed to bo
an outright hazard becausc they invite misconception
with real people and cb<cure the presence of a chllo
pcdeslrlon. .

(b) in addition to being contrary to the Highwey act,
such a sign is not prescribed by the Canadian Good
Roads Association Manual.

In addition, @ reccent amendment to the Motor Vehicle
Act states quito cleerly the type of signing that is
to bc used in school arcas. The silhouctte sign is
not one that is permittced by the Motor Vshicle Act.

As regards the question of the signs being on the
road, a problem would occur as to who was responsiblc
for placing them there and removing them. If they
were left, they would be a menace to traffic.

We feel that the forcgoing speaks for itself and that

therefore the type of sign indicated in the opcning
part of this report should not be used.

(5) 13th Avenue and YWright Street

The Council referred a recomnendation from a Coroner's Jury
that was empanclled to enguire into the death of a pcrson
who died as a rasult of a motor vehicle accident at the
captionced location.

The recommendation was that a yield sign be crected on the
least travelled of the two streets.

Investigation revealed that the interscction is a typical
residential onec in thet it has no traffic control decvices.
Being this type, motorists approaching the intersection should
yield to the vehicle on their right.

The accident-history at this intersection is light - in fact,
the one thet is the subject of this report is the only onc
recorded for 1967.

In checking the accident reports, it was found that one driver
estimated his approach speed at 20 m.p.h. while the otheor

estimated his - at 25 m.p.h. At thesc specds, the perception
and reaction stopping dlstance would be oaprox1matn]y 125 feet
and 153 fect, respectively. This, combined with

the limited vision usually found at such inte rscctlons, means
neither drivcr could have stopped bcfore crossing the other's
path.

To your Coﬂﬁuttee, this accident was just another example of
driver inattention. Tho fact therc arc not more such accidents
can only be attributcd to the comparstively light volumes and
resulting large gaps in the flow of traffic passing interscctions.,

The answer to accidents of this sort is not in oversigning but
_rather through proper ccucation of, and acceptance by, thc
motaring public of respansibility for driving a motor vehicle.

Your Committce would con-lude by reconmcnding that a )IC]d
sign nst be crecied at the intcrscction of 13th Avenuc end
Wright ‘Strect.
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n Avenuc and-Sardis Street

A request was roeceived for some form of treffic control device
at the school crosswalk on Villingdon svenus at Sardis Streat.
At the time of this riquest, a srecial comuitice was studying
tha qucstion of establishing a policy respecting the operation
of school patrals.

As Council is awarc, this policy was rccently approved.

Following that approval, traffic movemunts at the interscction
of Yillingcon Avenue and Sardis Strect were analyzod to
determine whethor warrants cxisted for some type of control.

in addition, ancther Committec chaired by the Scnior Traffic
Enginecer for the Department of Highways and having as other
members representatives from six municipalities in the Lower
Mainland and Vancouver |sland regions, was created to study
the question of pedestrian protection.

Following the last mecting of that Committec, a. suggested warrant
for the installation of a school crossing signal was adopted.
The warrant was that:

(a) the location must alrcady have a school patrol;

(b) the crossing must be of a four-lanc or a multi-lanc
street; .

(c) the crossing must be on 2 street that is posted with
up to and including a 30 m.p.h. specd limit; .

(d) it must be established that, on the average during
the maximum half-hour crossing period within the
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. school crossing interval,
therc is at lcast cne eight-second or larger gap
per two minute period.  |If this gap does not exist,
a warrant is met.

A radar check was made at Villingdon Avenuc and Sardis Strect
to asccrtain whether the gap section of the warrant cexists.

The check was made during the morning, noon and aficrnoon crossing
periods.

The required gap warrant could not be met during any cf thesc

_three times. In addition, the crosswalk is on a three-lane

strect so it does not satisfy Point (b) above.
In view of the foregoing, we would recommend ageinst the

installetion of a signal device at Willingdon Avenue and Sardis
Street until such time as the warrants for such a devicce are met.

(7) Kensington Avenue from Curtis Street to Halifax Strect

hs Council is aware, a considerablz number of regquests [or
traffic control devices on strects intersccting Kensingten
Avenue have been received over tho past twd or threc yeors.

in our latter roeparts, we indicated thet Kersington Avenuc
incended in the future to b a main dHorth-South route. Yo
nentionzd in these reparts that it would be promature to so
Kensington Avonuc.
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An investigation of traffic movements on Kensington Avznuc end
on the strcets intersccting it has been made and, though it is
still a trifle prematuro, we 7eel that Kensington Avcnuc
between Curtis Strect end Hzalifax Street should be designated cs
a through strect becausc accidents at various interscctions
along Kensington Avenue have begun to increase.

We would therefore recemmend thet Kensington Avenué betwaen
Curtis Strect and Halifax Strecct be designated as a through

street. This will mean that traffic on e2ll the strcets intersecting

Kensington Avenue botween thesc two points will be required to
stop before entering Kensington Avenue,

(8) Scction 13(5) of the Streci and Traffic By-law

This Section rcads:

"(5) No person shali park a vchicle of over one-half ton
carrying capacity, or a trailer, for morc than two
hours betwcen the hours of 1 o'clock in the morning
and 6 o'clock in the morning on any strect."

The R.C.HM.P. representative on your Committce adviscd that
there are some vehicles being manufactured today which excead
the one-half ton carrying capacity but cannot truly be
classified as commercial vchicles.

He suggested that *he term "one-half ton carrying cepacity"
should bc substituted with "six-thou-2nd poundsaross vehicle
wezight" becavsc this would then place the vehicle in the
catcgory that is intended to be prohibited from parking for
more than two hours between onc and six in the morning.

Your Committec concurs and would thereforc recommend that the
term "one-half ton carrying capacity'under Scction 13(5) of
Burnaby Strect and Traffic By-law bc deleted and replaced by
six-thousand pounds gross vchicle weight".

Respectfully submitted;

Councillor J.Dailly,
CHAIRMAN.
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