
THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY

SPECIAL REPORT.

His '-torship, the Reeve,
end Members of the Council.

Gentlemen; Re: Adequacy of Social Allouance
Rates - U.C.S, Report.

14 July 1967

A Brief on the Adequacy of Social Assistance Allowances 
in Greeter Vancouver prepared by the Research Department of United Community Services 
was received by Council on 15th May 1967. Council decision was to endorse the Brief 
and send it to the U.B.C.M.

The purpose of this report item is to acquaint Council 
with changes in Social Allowances subsequent to the date of the U.C.S. Brief and to pro
vide Council with a basis of criticism of the existing allowances and the Brief in order 
that members of Council may be in a knowledgeable position when the subject comes be
fore Che U.B.C.M.

Housing:

Effective 1st July 1967 a new rent scale was set by the Provincial Government. 
This scale is:

Group: 
1 
2
3
4
5
6 
7

Rate 
$ 45.00

67.50
75.00
82.50
90.00
97.50
105.00

These increases represented a 507* increase over the prior rates and while the 
new rates will be of great assistance it is not considered that they will be 
adequate to meet the housing competition while securing a decent standard of 
shelter. This opinion is stated despite the provision that individual cases 
of "rent over-age" can still be considered in special instances.

It is suggested that the following scale would be more realistic having regard 
to competition and adequacy;

Group 1 
Group 2,3- 
Group 4 and up

to a maximum of $45.00 
n ii n n 9 5 .OO
» »• » '■ 120.00

while retaining the right of special consideration in individual special instance,
I
I

It is considered necessary to have stated maxiraums for rental allowances. (Jnstatc 
roaximums would make cost control impossible.

Pood: There has been no increase in food allowances since 1965 and it would appear thai
none is contemplated pending assessment of the effect of rental increases author^ 
ized.

The food allowance as outlined in Table 2 of the U.C.S. can be endorsed. The 
present food allowance is not adequate.

Clothing;
Clothing has now been amended early in 1967 wherein clothing allowance may now 
be issued on a requirement or needs basis and this is doing the job.

Long Term Dependent Families.
Recommendation 4(a) of the U.C.S.- Brief is not understood as present regulations 
permit exemption for any of the reasons requested in the U.C.S. Brief and have 
for some years.
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Effective 1st July 1967 a new rent scale was set by the Provincial Government. 
This scale is: 

Group: 
l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Rate 
$ 45.00 

67.50 
75,00 
82.50 
90.00 
97.50 

105.00 

These increases represented a 50% increase over the prior rates and while the 
new rates will be of great assistance it is not considered that they will be 
adequate to meet the housing competition while securing a decent standard of 
shelter. This opinion is stated despite the provision that individual cases 
of "rent over-age" can still be considered in special instances. 

It is suggested that the following scale would be more realistic having regard 
to competition and adequacy: 

Group l 
Group 2,3-
Group 4 and up 

to a maximum oZ $45,00 
II II II 95,00 

0 11 11 11 

120.00 jl 
while retaining the right of special consideration in individual special instancJ 

' 
It is considered necessary to have stated maximums for rental allowances, Unstat,1

1 maximums would make cost control impossible, 

There has been no increase in food allowances since 1965 and it would appear thal, 
none is contemplated pending assessment of the effect of rental increases author 
ized. 

The food allowance as outlined in Table 2 of the U.C.S, can be endorsed. The 
present food allowance is not adequate. 

Clothinri: 
Cloching has now been amended early in 1967 wherein clothing allowance may now 
be issued on a requi~ement or needs basis and this is doing the job, 

Long Term Dependent Families. 
Recor.uncndation 4(.i) of the u.c.s .. Brief is not understood as present regulations 
permit exemption for any of the r2asons requested in the U,C.S, Brief and have 
for some yea rs. 
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14 J u ly  1967.

Tam. Dependent F a m i l i e s . . . .  c o n t in u e d )

I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  te a t  the  s e t t e r  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  e l i g i b i l i t y  a t  the  in ta k e  
le v e l  i s  or.e o f  the  m ost im p o rtan t  f a c e t s  o f  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and  sh o u ld  be 
perfo rm ed  by a s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s io n a l .  T he re  i s  no q u a r r e l  w ith  the  h e lp  w h ich  
can  be g iv e n  by s k i l l e d  c o u n s e l l i n g  s u b se q u e n t ly  but t h i s  s h o u ld  n o t d e t ra c t  
from  the  im p ortan ce  o f  the  in ta k e  p ro c e ss .

ra s  :
(a )  The 1962 R ep o rt  by the  U .3 .C .M . W e lfa re  Com mittee i s  c o n s id e re d  to  ba s t i l l  

q u i t e  a s  v a l i d  a n d .m e a n in g fu l to-day. a s  i t  was when i t  was w r it te n .

(b ) h o s t e l s  f o r  s i n g le  t r a n s ie n t  men a re  v e r y  much r e q u ir e d .

I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  one s h o u ld  be c o n s t ru c te d  i n  each o f  the  2 R e g io n a l 
W e lfa re  D i s t r i c t s .  These  w ou ld  d is c o u ra g e  movement o f  t r a n s i e n t s ;  s h o u ld  
p ro v id e  a b e t t e r  s ta n d a rd  o f  c a re ;  sh o u ld  see  th a t  the  W e lfa re  d o l l a r  i s  
c o n se rv e d  and '  . a d m in is t r a t io n  c o s t s  c o n ta in e d .

(a ) T he ra  i s  s t i l l  a need f o r  e s t a b lis h m e n t  by the  P r o v in c ia l  Government o f  
a s c i e n t i f i c  m easurem ent b a s i s  f o r  the  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  w o rkab le  c a se  
lo a d s .

Cnee such  a b a s i s  h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d  the  p ro p e r  com plem ents f o r  s t a f f i n g 1 
can  be e a s i l y  d e te rm in e d 'a n d  s u b s t a n t ia t e d .

I t  i s  known th a t  t h i s  m a tte r  i s  in  hand  and  h o p e f u l ly  w i l l  be im plem ented 
a t  an e a r l y  date .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  sub m itted ,

H. W. E o lfo u r ,  
M K IC IP A L  yji.C.GZK.
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is co:1.siclc::.-ed t:1.ot c:he matter oi este:bli::.hing eligibility ac the int.:'.!~<e 
:.~vi.::. :i.s or:.e of. tbe r..csl: im~:Jo~t.:!r.t facats o~ social ~ssistc.nce and sho..:ld be 
~i-.!::E.o:.--:~~c by .:. skilled professional. There is no quarrel with th(; hel:;> ~1hich 
c.:.:. ';,c; :i;ivc:1 by s\\illed cou:1selling subseque:1cly but this should not detr.::ct 
i::o~-.:. thi? i::-.po~i:c.r~ce of th.a i:ita~,c process. 

(.;l) '~he 1962 Repoi:: by the U.B.C.~1. Wl'?lfa.re Corr.mitt:ee is considarcC to ba s:.ill 
c:.u:.::a a.s valiC a~1d .meaningfui to-d~y. as it was when it wa.s wriccc~. 

(;)) :;_,js;;e:2.s for sir:.gle t::-ansie:1t men are very much required. 

:: is considered that one s~ould be co~s=~ucted in each of the a Regio~zl 
\{~1£.:.::~ Districts. These would discourage rr.ovemer.t of transients; shou:.d 
~::cvi.:k, a bett.e:· stcnd3rd 0£ csre; should see that the Wal::are coll.::: :i.s 
con~~:.-ved and .ad~iaist~ation costs con~ained. 

\~) Th~~e is s~ill a need fo~ establishment by the Provincial Gove~~cent of 
a scientific ine~sui..·ement basis for the determination of workable casa 
2.vc.Cs .. 

Cnce such a ';,asis has been e st~blished t~e proper co~plemants for s;;_af:.:ii1.:; · 
c~n tc easily detcc-mined·and substanti&~ed, 

:i:t is kr.own t:het th~s matter is in har.d and hopefully will be implema"C.ced 
~ta~ ~arly date. 

Respectfully sub=.itted, 
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