
THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF BURNABY 

His Worship, the Reeve and 
Members of the Council. 

Gentlemen: 

January 12, 1966 

REPORT OF THE BURNABY CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE. 

In October 1965, Council approved a recommendation 
made by the Centennial Committee to engage the John B. Rogers 
Producing Co, Ltd. to conduct a survey of the Municipality with a 
viaw to recommending: 

(1) Whether there is reason, based on the Company's 
experience and the interest found in the Municipality, 
to expect celebrations to commemorate 1966 and 1967 
to be successful and, if so; 

(2) a programme of ~vents 

(3) an outline budget 

The fiOld survey took place in November and the re
sults have now been presented to the Centennial Commi"ttee in the 
form of a Proposal, A copy of the Proposal is attached for the 
information of Members of the Council. 

Your Committee have, of course, given very serious 
consideration to this Proposal, It is ~elt that the overall con
cept of organizing celebrations in the manner suggested is sound 
and the Committee reaffirm the belief which they earlier expressed 
to Council that local participation is the only way to ensure 
;;'""ccess. The Committee feel that the suggested methods put for
ward by the Rogers Co, meet this criteria. 

Of paramount importance to any venture of this nature 
is tr...e :i:"inancial structure. The Council will have noticed that 
the Proposal is based on a deficit budget and the Committee holds 
~hat this is a sound approach as there is no object in expressing 
false optimism regarding a 11 break-even" budget. It's a reality 
which Council will undoubtedly recognize that celebrations cannot 
be had for nothing. With this fact in mind it is essential that 
there should be a maximum utilization of funds so that by a ploughin$
in of proceeds f-rom certain aspects of the celebrations the whole 
v1ill receive the financial backing necessary to ensure success. 
Based on their experience, the Company is confident that the income 
revealed in the Proposal can be raised and the Committee share this 
view. Looked at in this light, the Comrr:ittee feel fairly sanguine 
at the possibility of getting a minimum of almost two dollars worth 
of ce~ebrations for every dollar invested, 

Much of the Proposal is naturally only in the form of 
tentative suggestions, i.e., the programme of events, which will neod 
to be looked at in further detail but cnceagain the format appears 
sound to the Committee, 

The first of the terms of reference asked whethe1• 
there was reason to expect the celebrations to be successful and 
it was with considerable interest that tho Committee noted tho 
remarks on Page 3 of the Proposal concerning tho B. C. Centennial 
in 1966. Whilst all members are very mindful of tho sisnificanco 
of this year to our Province, there must be reluctant agreement to 
some oxtont with tho Rogers Company's remarks concerning tha difficul
ti-1s of a two year programme. For this reason the Committee boli0v0s 
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th[lt nlthou~h some colobrations must bo arro.ngod for this yoo.r, 
tho really big effort should bo nimod for 1967. 

Tho Committoo, having oerood on tho soundness of .• I 
the structure, the deficit budgot, tho concopt of n climnctlc 1 
p0riod loading to ten porformnncos of tho spectacular, and tho 
._:tnj'>h:i::.is on 1967, thon gnvo considorntlon to tho u.sofulnoss of 
n1~ofc.:;3ionnl ass is tnnco. Tho Company rospresontn ti vo·, Ur. Rico, 
h~s oxploinod tho sort of orgnnization which will bo required in 
Burnaby and tho Comnittoo hnvo soon tho detailed Plans of Action 
proparod by tho Company to guido tho vnrious commlttoos. Thoso 
copyrir;htcd plans sui:;gos t bud go ts, tnrgot da tos, pars onnol, ob-
jcc ~ivos and ways and moans, ate. and nro a bluoprint of tho 
orc;anization. Tho sorvicos aro moro particularly dofinod in tho 
Jroposnl. Tho Committee also considorod tho worth of tho con-
sultant service sot out on Pa~o 12 ~f tho roport, eapocially 
ui~h roGard to tho advice and gui~anco the Company could offer 
for tho 1966 celebrations. As a result, thoy recommond by a 
majority docision tho acceptanco of tho John B. Rogers Producing 
Company I s proposal in tho totnl sum of $49,440. . 

For tho information of Council it is pointod out 
that tho dissentin~ mombor of tho Commlttoo in this decision did 
so on the grounds of cost e.nd not as an objection to tho proposal 
per so. 

In conclusion, tho Commlttoo would omphnsize that I 
t.r.0~.' .·..111y appreciate that no matter what method of organizini5 
tho c0lebrntions is used there is o.n immonso amount of work ahoo.d 
if they are to bo worthy commomorativos of tho occa3ions. Tho 
time for tho planning is now, and thoy rospoctfully suggost that 
many of tho pitfalls and dangers will bo substantially reduced 
if the expertise of tho Rogors Co •. is availablo to thorn. 
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Respectfully aubmi ttod, . 

c. J. Fredo~ickson, 
Chairman, 
BURNABY C'SNTENNIAL COMMITTEE. 
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