
THE CORPORATION OF THE D IST R IC T  OF BURNABY

January 22, 1965.

HIS WORSHIP, REEVE EMMOTT,
AND MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL:

Gentleman:

REPORT OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE

Your Committee would report as fo llow s:

(1) Construction of bu ild in gs on property not serviced  
by water d is tr ib u t io n  system of the M u n ic ip a lity

Your Committee received a report from the Municipal Manager 
in d ica tin g  that i t  would be desirab le  fo r the Corporation to 
have a p o licy  respecting the construction of homes or other 
bu ild in gs to be used fo r human hab itation  on property not 
served by our water d is tr ib u t io n  system.

We were informed that the Health Department favours a 
re s tr ic t io n  on the construction  of such bu ild ings because:

(a) The in s ta lla t io n  of a sep tic  tank and d isposal f ie ld ,  
coupled with the prov ision  of a well water supply can 
create health problems. This potentia l health problem
is  compounded due to the requirements fo r modern housing, 
including the necessary ou tbu ild ings and approaches.

(b) The cost to the M u n ic ip a lity  o f taking water samples and 
analyzing them is  considerable  and, even with such 
measures, i t  does not remove a l l  p o ssib le  danger since  
contamination could take place between samplings.

(c) Im purity and the inadequacy o f well water leads to the 
demand fo r the in s ta lla t io n  of a Municipal water supply, 
which is  in va r iab ly  c o s t ly  - e sp e c ia lly  where density
is  a factor.

(d) Even though there are small properties which, due to 
topography, could u t i l iz e  and contain a sa t is fa c to ry  well 
water supply w ithin th e ir  boundaries, the continuing  
development of adjo in ing small properties would lead to
a health problem of considerable  magnitude.

Your Cornmittee fe e ls  that there is  a great deal of merit in 
re s tr ic t in g  the erection of bu ild in gs on property not serviced  
by the water supply system of the M u n ic ip a lity  and would therefore 
recommend that the "Burnaby Health By-Law" be amended by providing

"That no bu ild ing  to be used fo r human occupancy be 
permitted to be constructed or moved onto property 
not serviced by the u t i l i t y  water supply system of the 
M u n ic ip a lity  i f  the sa id  property contains le ss  than 
1.6 acres and has a frontage of le ss  than 175 feet 
and further, that an app licant for a permit to provide  
a bu ild ing to be used fo r human occupancy on a property 
having dimensions in excess of those ju s t  c ited  which 
Is  not serviced by the sa id  u t i l i t y  water system
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Your Committee would report as follows: 

( 1) 

Your Committee received a report from the Municipal Manager 
indicating thut it would be desirable for the Corporation to 
have a policy respecting the construction of homes or other 
buildings to be used for human habitation on property not 
served by our water distribution system, 

We were informed that the Health Department favours a 
restriction on the construction of such buildings because: 

(a) The Installation of a septic tank and disposal field, 
coupled with the provision of a well water supply can 
create health problems. This potential health problem 
Is compounded due to the requirements for modern housing, 
including the necessary outbuildings and approaches. 

(b} The cost to the Municipality of taking water samples and 
analyzing them is considerable and, even with such 
measures, it does not remove all possible danger since 
contamination could take place between samplings. 

(c) Impurity and the inadequacy of well water leads to the 
dcman~ for the installation of a Municipal water supply, 
whic:1 is invariably costly - especially where density 
is ~ factor. 

(d) Even though there arc small properties which, due to 
topography, could utilize and contain a satisfactory well 
water supply within their boundaries, the continuing 
development of adjoining smull properties would lead to 
a health problem of considerable magnitude. 

Your Committee feels thnt there is a great deal of merit in 
restricting the erection of buildings on property not serviced 
by the water supply system of the Municipality and would therefore 
recommend that the 11 Durm1by Health Dy-Law' be amended by providing: 

11 Tl1ut no building to be used for human occupancy be 
permitted to be constructed or moved onto property 
not serviced by the utility water supply ~yst~J of the 
Municipality if the said property contains less than 
1.5 acres ancl has a frontage of less than 175 feet 
and further, that an applicant for a permit to provide 
a building to be uscG for human occupancy on a property 
having dimensions in excess of those just cited which 
is not serviced by the said utility water system 
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produce sa tis fac to ry  proof to tile Medical Health 
O fficer of the M unicipality that a su ffic ie n t  
supply of pure and wholesome water can be main­
tained by a lternative  methods."

It  Is  understood that the foregoing recommendation, when 
implemented by the passage of an amendment to the Health 
By-Law, wi l l  not be retroactive and wi l l  therefore only 
apply to presently undeveloped properties.

EV//dew
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produce 5atisfoctory proof to c;1c Medical Health 
Officer of the Muntcipaltty that a sufficient 
supp I y of pure anc! 1tiho l asome water can be ma In­
ta i ncd by alternotlv0 methods. 11 

It Is understood tl1.it the forago i ng recommendation, when 
imp l cmcntcd by the passa9c of an amendme.Llt to the Heal th Oy-Law, will not be retroactive and will therefore only 
apply to presently undeveloped properties. 
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