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Chinese Canadian Stories in Burnaby
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Darlene and Marlene
Hong at Hop On Farms,
late 1970s. Bv017.36.15.
COURTESY OF THE HONG
FAMILY. (p 86)
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Hok Yat Louie and his
wife Young Shee and
their eleven children,
1930s. COURTESY OF THE HY.
LOUIE FAMILY ARCHIVES. (p 51

MERAENBRFR - EE

HHETEMER > B1R

¥ 1923 FHEFERY
(EEABERZED -

Yt EETT B R ©

BV017.24.32 o Z=FREEFK

Rt (B365)

Laura Suey Ying Jung’s
immigration card. Even
though she was born

in Canada, she was
required to register
under the Chinese
Immigration Act of 1923.
BV017.24.32. COURTESY OF JULIE
(CHAN) LEE. (p 36)
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Burnaby Market was
established at 3942
Hastings in 1926 by the
Wong family. The store
was one of the largest
independent grocers

in Burnaby at the time,
1930. COURTESY OF THE
WONG FAMILY. (p 125)
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Sei Moon village,

a village in the

area of Zhongshan
County (Chungshan),
Guangdong, China,
1970s. Many of
Burnaby’s Chinese
Canadian farm families
originated from this
county. Bv019105. COURTESY
OF THE HONG FAMILY.
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A Message from the Mayor, Mike Hurley

Rooted: Chinese Canadian Stories in Burnaby high-
lights the experiences and contributions of Chinese
Canadian residents to the development of the City
of Burnaby. This book is part of an ongoing commit-
ment by the City to recognize the diverse roots of
our community and to share stories of Burnaby’s
unique history.

The publication has been timed to coincide with the
100th anniversary of the introduction of the Chinese
Exclusion Act by the Government of Canada in 1923.
This federal legislation followed decades of discrim-
inatory legislation by Canada’s federal, provincial
and municipal governments that targeted Chinese
Canadians by limiting opportunities to live, work
and raise families in Canada.

The Chinese Exclusion Act banned almost all
migration from China and remained in place until
1947. Publishing this book in 2023 is an effort by
the City of Burnaby to recognize the impact of
discriminatory legislation on Chinese Canadians in
our community, including discriminatory bylaws and
practices implemented by Burnaby’s early municipal

government.

The stories told in this publication illustrate perse-
verance in the face of significant barriers, and
provide insight into how Chinese Canadians in
Burnaby continue to contribute to the development
of a more diverse and inclusive city today.
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A Message from the Chair, Councillor Daniel Tetrault
Community Heritage Commission

The publication of Rooted: Chinese Canadian
Stories in Burnaby is a combined effort of the City
of Burnaby and community knowledge keepers.
This book would not have been possible without the
generous contributions of the community members
who shared stories and photographs and those who
served on the project advisory committee.

Produced through the Burnaby Village Museum, this
book was initiated as a project of the City of Burnaby
Community Heritage Commission with the support
of Mayor and Council. An advisory committee of
community members and academics provided
support and advice.

The stories presented in the book offer a glimpse
into the many ways Burnaby’s Chinese Canadian
community has challenged racism and exclusion
while helping to build a better place for future
generations.
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A Message from the Chair, Councillor Sav Dhaliwal
Parks, Recreation and Culture Commission

The history of Burnaby is a story of diverse settler
communities establishing their place on the
unceded and ancestral lands of the hangeminsm- and
Skwxwi7mesh-speaking peoples.

Rooted: Chinese Canadian Stories in Burnaby
explores the diverse roots of the City’s history
through the voices of Chinese Canadian community
members sharing stories about their families, busi-
nesses and community organizations.

The publication of the book on the 100th anniver-
sary of the introduction of the Chinese Exclusion Act
is a reminder of the racism and exclusion endured
by Chinese Canadians and the ongoing need to
acknowledge and overcome racism in our communi-
ties and neighbourhoods.

It is also an opportunity to celebrate the diverse

origins of our present day Burnaby and commit to
the ongoing work of building an inclusive community.

el



> HMER (AiHED) ASRARVE (B
HEA) NEBBERES - AR ARG
BRMEAKTFRE ZIMEARE
RHETE AR Z LB BRI EI R > 1958

£ 0 BV019.10.10 o HEK BRIt o

> Pauline Hong (front row, second from
right) and her mother Hong Sui Ha (back
row, right) at the Hong Kong International
Airport. They travelled aboard a Canadian
Pacific airplane to reunite with Pauline’s
father Hong Chan Kow, who was living in
Burnaby, 1958. Bv0191010. COURTESY OF THE
HONG FAMILY.
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A Note on Terms

Our editorial team used the terms Chinese migrants
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and Chinese immigrants to refer to people who
migrated from China. The term Chinese Canadians
refers generally to people of Chinese ancestry living
and making their homes in Canada across multiple
generations. European migrants and their descen-
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dants who were categorized and privileged legally,
politically and socially as White are referred to by
the term White, following historical usage. A settler
is defined as a person who replaces the original laws
and worldviews of the land. As a general rule, place
names in China are provided in both Cantonese
(familiar to many Chinese Canadian readers) and
standard pinyin. Chinese names are spelled using
the Chinese naming convention of surname first,
followed by the given name, unless requested
otherwise.
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s KELIREABEAE s Burnaby veteran Dr. Chak Po Tin

ERBERENTE preserved a handkerchief auto-
IABEMMNEEEE graphed by his fellow prisoners of
HARS Y B F R R war during the Battle of Hong Kong,
FEEL 491942 circa 1942. epmunp wu pHOTO.
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KRRt © at Hop On Farms,

late 1970s. Bv017:3610.
COURTESY OF THE HONG
FAMILY.
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Chinese Canadian history is not separate from the
history of Burnaby. For over a century, museums and
archives placed little focus on collecting objects,
photographs and stories from racialized communi-
ties. Cultural institutions today are more aware of
the impact of colonialism, which defined Canada’s
cultural heritage through a Eurocentric lens. While
interest and engagement with racialized commu-
nities has grown over the years, historically White
cultural institutions are not always equipped with
the cultural knowledge, relationships and language
skills to work well with diverse communities. What
we know today about the history of Burnaby’s
Chinese Canadian community is the result of the
collective efforts of community storytellers, volun-
teers and staff to actively record and share previ-
ously untold histories. The stories presented in this
book are a sample of voices reflecting the diverse
histories and contemporary experiences of living
and working in Burnaby.

Chinese Canadian history in Burnaby is a story
of resilience. The Chinese Canadian community
was the target of racism and discrimination for
many decades. From the late nineteenth to early
twentieth century, government policies restricted
where Chinese Canadians could live, work and
socialize. While some White residents regarded
their Chinese Canadian neighbours as a nuisance
and unfit for Canadian society, others formed
friendships across cultures.

19
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Inthe face of discrimination, many Chinese Canadian
community members relied on the support of
other Chinese Canadians in Burnaby, throughout
Canada and beyond. Strong networks were built
to share knowledge and resources, including many
that extended beyond Burnaby through familial
and community ties. The themes of this book—
food production, social networks and community
building—reflect the nuanced ways in which we
have come to understand the deep connections
within Burnaby’s Chinese Canadian community.

In 2017, the Community Heritage Commission of
the City of Burnaby, with the support of Mayor and
Council, initiated the Chinese Canadian History of
Burnaby project. The goal of this project is toinclude
Chinese Canadian history in the City’s interpretation
of Burnaby’s history. In its first phase, the Heritage
Commission created commemorative markers to
showcase the history of Chinese Canadian farm
families in the Big Bend neighbourhood, and the
diverse workforce at the North Pacific Lumber
Company mill at Barnet, which included Chinese
workers. They produced an educational video about
Hop On Farms on Marine Drive as a resource for
Burnaby classrooms.

The formation of a Chinese Canadian History
Advisory Committee by the Burnaby Village
Museum was a major step towards strengthening
the City’s capacity to support community-engaged
processes related to public history and education.
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The committee, comprised of community advocates,
historians and longtime Burnaby residents, plays a
key role in sharing historical knowledge and encour-
aging community participation.

Staff and community members have worked
together to record and share stories with the public
and conduct extensive archival research of English-
and Chinese-language documents from public
and private collections. In 2019, Burnaby Village
Museum launched the temporary exhibition Across
the Pacific, showcasing the histories of Chinese
Canadians in Burnaby from the 1880s to 1970s.
The exhibition received the Chinese Canadian
Historical Society of British Columbia’s Larry Wong
Prize for Chinese Canadian Community and Public
History in 2020 for its contributions to public
history pertaining to Chinese Canadian history and
heritage. The virtual exhibition is now accessible on
the Burnaby Village Museum website. Family stories
generated by the exhibit research have been added
to permanent exhibits at the Museum, including
the Way Sang Yuen Wat Kee & Co. Herbalist shop
exhibit and the market garden display.

The surfacing of the City’s own discriminatory
actions against Chinese Canadians through these
research projects has more recently resulted in a
commitment from Mayor and Council to acknowl-
edge and apologize for past discriminatory actions.
A process is underway to consult with the community
to identify actions for redress. In 2022, the City of

i
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Burnaby published the Chinese Canadian History
in Burnaby Resource Guide, a digital publica-
tion that supports classroom and extracurricular
learning and features family stories, historical
photographs and links to multimedia resources
and learning activities. It can be accessed on
HeritageBurnaby.ca.

We are indebted to the generosity of the many
families who shared their stories and connections
with us for this research, over the course of which
we lost elders and legacy businesses that helped to
shape the histories of this community. These losses
make us more aware of the urgency of this work. We
look forward to continuing to work collectively with
community members to address historical erasure
and uplift Chinese Canadian voices at the Burnaby
Village Museum.

—Denise Fong,

Lead Project Researcher
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> This early 1900s
blueprint map was
catalogued into the
Burnaby Village
Museum collection in
1977 in preparation
for an exhibit of
maps and survey
equipment. In 2017, it
was rediscovered by
museum researchers
and helped establish
where early Chinese
market gardens were
located in Burnaby.
HV977938.
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A custom calendar
distributed to Hilltop
Grocery customers,
1966. COURTESY OF THE
LEE FAMILY.
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Chinese-language
archival records offer
valuable information
about social orga-
nization within the
Chinese Canadian
community. Member-
ship in family asso-
ciations provided
Chinese Canadians
from the same home
villages with access
to financial aid,
affordable housing
and social activities.
This Yue Shan
Society membership
card belonged to
Burnaby resident
Mrs. Yip (Chow)
Won Tai, who orig-
inated from Panyu
County (Poonyue) in
Guangdong. COURTESY
OF KEN YIP,
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v Members of the Chinese Canadian History

Advisory Committee at Burnaby Village
Museum. Back row: Dr. Henry Yu, Richard N.
Liu, Kevin Huang, Ken Yip, Edmond Leong,
Denise Fong (museum staff). Front row:
Daphne Woo, Gail (Law) Yip, Josephine
Hong, Julie Lee. Missing from photo:
christina lee, Cecil Lee, Sarah Ling, 2022.
JANE LEMKE PHOTO.
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> A heritage marker
featuring stories of
Chinese Canadians
in Burnaby in recog-
nition of Burnaby’s
125th anniversary.
DENISE FONG PHOTO.
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The Way Sang
Yuen Wat Kee & Co.
Herbalist shop was
renovated in 2020
to include localized
historical content
about Burnaby’s
Chinese Canadian
community. JANET
HOFFAR PHOTO.
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The award-winning
Across the Pacific
exhibition was
presented at Burnaby
Village Museum’s
Stride Studios from
2019 to 2021. JANET
HOFFAR PHOTO.
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The history of Burnaby has been shaped by many
waves of Chinese immigration, each contributing
diverse cultural knowledge, food traditions and
languages. When Chinese immigrants first settled in
Burnaby in the late nineteenth century, they made
their homes and earned their living on the ancestral
and unceded homelands of the hangeminam- and
Skwxwu7mesh-speaking peoples. Since time imme-
morial, the lands that became “Burnaby” provided
subsistence and shelter for Indigenous communities.

The earliest waves of Chinese immigration to
Canada arrived from Guangdong, China. Many men
travelled in search of Gold Mountain, a term used by
early Chinese migrants to refer to the United States,
Canada and Australia, where gold rushes took place.
The term is a metaphor for the places Chinese
migrants ventured to find work and a better life for
their families. Some of them participated in gold
mining, others worked in coal mines, on farms and in
canneries. Some of them used their savings to open
general stores, laundries and cafes in small towns,
serving settler miners and local Indigenous Peoples.

Early Chinese migrants were discriminated against
by federal, provincial and municipal governments.
From 1881 to 1885, more than 17,000 Chinese rail-
road workers were recruited to complete the western
portion of the Canadian Pacific Railway over treach-
erous terrain, connecting British Columbia to Nova
Scotia and creating a safe and efficient transcon-
tinental transportation system in the new nation

31



BHMHNRES D thRERNBAIERN
WeE R K AR E R D B2 R PR UL RIS ©

HERERTERNB BASFIHREL B4
P ZEESSTHO TIEH S - EERKR
FRBBREHFETHEELE  HPNXE
MiGEIEBREEANAR 1885F  IE
K412 John A. MacdonaldESEABRE
RBAETLZEEEAMEUNAEFEABRREM
ZERIENR  c BFENBRA LN I RIE
R BUFILARFZEARBRE  REMNEKX
FBEW AR EIEHHEA N RRH
—Ht1885F B F|19234F °

FEAARNMEZERBEHBBIABRRZFER

1885 FEMA+TMEE > FREIII0IFHN—F
s> BEIIO03FMNEBEME - EABRE
ME— RS RR MR UENS K B RVERRS o 5F
ZRATEEZEERRAZIMERD
EFBE AASTZIRABRERMEELHRA
B3 o FIE - 1950 F N Z ATV EFME AR
BT EHSBEMER ER—EAEZRER
RERZMERIFEFRMEER BIMPIK
FE o

HBANBBBE T EANBRREE  EAR
RIMFEARMEXR AL > £1923F A
—H (EABRZE) (RB\(BFEERE))

known as Canada. Chinese workers were assigned
the most dangerous tasks and were paid less than
White workers because they were regarded as easily
replaceable.

After the railroad project ended, White workers
viewed Chinese workers as competition for the
few available jobs. Anti-Chinese racist attitudes
spread through newspaper articles and illustrations
showing demeaning images of Chinese people.
Prime Minister John A. Macdonald ordered the
Royal Commission on Chinese Immigration in 1885
to investigate regulating Chinese immigration to
Canada. Politicians and labour unions in British
Columbia lobbied the federal government to restrict
Chinese immigration, which led to the imposition of
a Chinese head tax, in effect from 1885 to 1923.

The head tax—S$50 in 1885, $100 in 1901, $500 in
1903—was charged to people of Chinese origin
when they entered Canada. Chinese migrants were
the only group targeted by an immigration fee based
on their ethnicity. The head tax made it prohibitive
for Chinese men to bring their families, as some
had planned to do after they settled in Canada. As
a result, the Chinese Canadian community before
the 1950s was largely made up of men, some of
whom married outside of the Chinese Canadian
community, including to Indigenous women, and
started new families.
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Although the head tax slowed down Chinese immigra-
tion to Canada, Chinese migrants continued to arrive.
As a result, on July 1, 1923, the Chinese Immigration
Act of 1923 (now known as the Chinese Exclusion
Act) became law, banning the entry of Chinese
migrants altogether. Most Chinese Canadian families
were separated for decades until the act was repealed
in 1947. While many Canadians celebrate Canada Day
on July 1, the day was referred to as “Humiliation
Day” by the Chinese Canadian community.

When Chinese immigrants began settling in Burnaby
in the 1890s, anti-Asian racism prompted Burnaby
politicians to mobilize and petition to exclude
Chinese, Japanese and South Asian Canadians from
employment. Shortly after Burnaby was incorpo-
rated as a municipality in 1892, Burnaby introduced
the Chinese and Japanese Exclusion Bylaw, which
banned the municipal government and private
companies that supplied the municipality from
hiring Chinese and Japanese workers. The bylaw
remained in place until 1953. Between 1892 and
1953, a number of other bylaws that restricted the
livelihoods of Asian Canadians were introduced by
the municipality.

The claiming of land by White settlers was part of
a colonial system that displaced Indigenous People
from their traditional territories. White settlers could
claim land through a process called pre-emption;
Chinese immigrants were excluded from the

pre-emption system. It was common for groups of

AELERIMERSE 33



RENEEREHTIRERWAC 22T 5F
SEBRITEE NS RRAREREF IR
ERBEHNER - EFMEAANKENER
GABERERETERYMRARE  B1F
1920 REBRBGREARSBELREE
MAAERNRE U ARBEZER
B B 7RRRS > RIEEEE S EARK
WEMLARRBEANLESREBRTLE
MBS - BReT R EIRAM RHIEF 2 B’IES

BARELEE RERTRAEREZE-

PRIbZ 5N RELLEBSIATEZFARE
BUAGHEERXREEFTRRSFELSE
tEnSHREm - AZLEEZFFEIFRAIRE KR
E I FIRBIN—EE 6 > ERIIRSCEEA
WA BEEBR AN LAAKEE B
BIFGIRII0EAKL  HERZLMER
NFIERIRBREE - 7B FERXEHN
EEBMULETRENANRHFE B
WHELANEBARERTRER  ERES
ERERAZERAEEERRKKFERNE
ARG 1E - M1918F@BAVIR BB IEBREIEA
EEERNER B _+HETIENRSE
T ERIBEEARHEESTNERRR
AMEAARR ZEABETTEFENEA
o RRBYIAZEMER -

Chinese men, often related, to lease land from White
landowners and cooperate in clearing land and
market gardening. By 1927, 200 acres of Burnaby
lands were leased by Chinese immigrants. A few
operated small businesses, including laundries,
greengrocers, fish trading, confectionery and fruit
retail, produce distribution and taxi service.

Owning a small business offered stable income.
However, business owners were often targeted by
discriminatory licensing and bylaw enforcement.
Chinese Canadian piggeries supplied food and
natural fertilizer to market gardeners, but during
the 1920s, several of these piggeries were perceived
as a public health menace and became the target
of inspections. Citing public health and sanitary
concerns, new bylaws were imposed that prohibited
piggeries with more than fifteen pigs within 500
feet of a dwelling, highway or stream. The heavy
fines and restrictions made many of the existing
businesses unsustainable and led to their closure.

Burnaby introduced trade licensing regulations to
discourage Chinese Canadian vegetable sellers
working with Chinese Canadian farmers to distribute
farm produce in Burnaby. The Burnaby Trades
License Bylaw is an example of a “facially neutral”
bylaw, non-discriminatory in text but discrimina-
tory in how it is applied. Introduced in the 1910s, it
imposed an annual fee for any hawker or peddler
who did business in Burnaby. Exceptions were made
for farmers who sold products from farm stands on
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their own farms, common among White farmers,
but not for Chinese Canadian farmers who sold
their produce through sellers delivering vegetables
door to door in trucks or wagons. An amendment
to the bylaw in 1918 charged an extra $25 security
deposit fee against traders who were not residents
of Burnaby, targeting Chinese Canadian vegetable
sellers who, unlike their White counterparts, typically
lived in Chinatown in Vancouver but conducted
business in Burnaby.

The financial implications of the trade licensing
bylaw prompted some produce vendors to open
greengrocers in Burnaby. Their license applications
were met with resistance from local business asso-
ciations dominated by White settlers. The Ward V
Ratepayers’ Association advocated for Burnaby
Municipal Council to prevent small grocery busi-
nesses from operating on weekday evenings and
weekends, common among Chinese Canadian
grocers who worked long hours to remain competi-
tive. The Association subsequently lobbied Council
to stop issuing trade licenses to Asian Canadians.
Council introduced and unanimously supported a
motion at their October 23, 1922 meeting “that no
further new licenses be granted to Oriental retail or
wholesale traders in this Municipality.”

Some allies and friends from outside the Chinese
Canadian community offered support. In 1926, John
H. Macleod applied on behalf of the North Burnaby
grocer Wong Cheu Yuen to operate a poultry and
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produce store, which became Burnaby Market.
Henry J. Chesson advocated on behalf of Y. Hoy
and Co. and later Louie Chew for retail licenses to
operate greengrocers on Hastings Street. Support
from White allies helped Chinese Canadians secure
trade licenses and opened doors for future appli-
cants. Some Chinese Canadians secured land
ownership through the help of White friends who
purchased property on their behalf.

Attitudes towards Chinese Canadians began to
change by the 1930s during the Great Depression.
A few Chinese Canadian greengrocers filled
government relief orders for food for unemployed
relief workers. As an act of solidarity, in 1935, the
Burnaby Workers Association endorsed a bilingual
Chinese-English petition, “For the Unity of Chinese
and White Workers,” protesting the discriminatory
and grossly insufficient relief efforts directed
towards Chinese Canadians.

Chinese Canadians in British Columbia volun-
teered to fight for Canada during the First World
War despite not having equal citizenship rights.
However, it was not until after they had also fought
in the Second World War that their willingness to
sacrifice helped change public attitudes towards
Chinese Canadians. The Chinese Immigration Act of
1923 was repealed in 1947, and Chinese Canadians
won the right to vote shortly after. Programs such
as the Veterans Land Act grant made it possible
for Chinese Canadian veterans to purchase farm
property with assistance from the federal govern-
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ment. Many more Chinese immigrants arrived in the
1950s to escape the Communist Revolution in China.
In the 1960s and beyond, new immigration policies
created opportunities for family reunification and
opened doors for Chinese immigration from Hong
Kong, Taiwan and mainland China. Families who
were reunited after the war often operated family
businesses, commonly restaurants, produce farms,
greengrocers and convenience stores.

Many of Burnaby’s Chinese Canadian residents
relied on family and community networks for
support and mutual aid. Burnaby never had its own
Chinatown, so Chinese Canadians living in Burnaby
travelled to Chinatowns in New Westminster and
Vancouver to shop, socialize and seek support.
Family societies, benevolent associations and other
such organizations offered their members assis-
tance with settlement, employment, financial aid and
legal advocacy. Chinese Canadian cooperative orga-
nizations became common by the 1960s, including
the B.C. Lower Mainland Farmers Co-Op Associa-
tion and the Lower Mainland Independent Grocers
Association, which helped Chinese Canadian
growers and retailers advocate for fair pricing when
purchasing supplies and selling produce. Member-
ship in Chinese Canadian churches offered addi-
tional forms of social and spiritual support through
birth, marriage, death and other major events. Today,
many of these organizations continue to support
newer generations of Chinese Canadians who have
made Burnaby their home.

—Denise Fong,

Lead Project Researcher
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This certificate does not establish 1egpl status in' Canada.

¢ Burnaby-born Laura
Suey Ying Jung
attended Douglas
Road School in 1927.
Her family operated
a farm and piggery
across from the
Douglas Road inter-
urban tram station.
CITY OF BURNABY ARCHIVES
525-005.
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v Canadian-born children of Chinese descent,

clergy, diplomats, merchants and students
were exempt from paying the head tax.
Dung Way How (Howe Dong) operated a
market garden at 6220 14th Avenue from
1957 to 1972. His C.I. 30 head tax certificate
indicates that he was eligible for the head
tax exemption. COURTESY OF VIVIAN DONG.
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v Chinese Canadian

farm labourers

were essential to
Burnaby’s early
agricultural industry
and worked on
farms throughout
the community. This
photograph of farm
workers was taken on
the property of F.J.
Hart at the corner of
Douglas Road and
Sperling Avenue in
1905. CITY OF BURNABY

ARCHIVES 477-175.
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> Chinese Canadian
loggers and shingle-
mill workers
lived and worked
alongside White,
Japanese and South
Asian Canadians at
the North Pacific
Lumber Company
and Barnet Lumber
Company mills in
North Burnaby along
the Burrard Inlet,
1908. VANCOUVER PUBLIC
LIBRARY [PHILIP TIMMS]
7642.
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> Chinese Canadian
men operated
piggeries in Burnaby
and New West-
minster from the
1890s to the 1920s.
VANCOUVER PUBLIC
LIBRARY [PHILIP TIMMS]
6749.
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< Children in front of
the Chinese Benevo-
lent Association
(CBA) building in
New Westminster,
1950s. CBA local
chapters served
overseas Chinese
around the world.
They lobbied govern-
ment on political and
social matters and
provided health and
educational services
to its members.
BV020.388. COURTESY OF
CECIL LEE.
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v One of the major

impacts of the
Chinese head tax and
Chinese Exclusion
Act was the separ-
ation of families.

The portraits of D.T.
(George) Yip (second
from right) and Chow
Gin Leung (third from
left) were taken in
Canada and spliced
with a portrait

of female family
members taken in
China to create a
sense of together-
ness, 1937. COURTESY OF

KEN YIP.
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v Eddie Chan, Bob

Kirkwood, Jack Chan,
Wong Shue Wing,
Henry Hung and
Leong See Quin in
front of the Canadian
Centennial display
for the B.C. Lower
Mainland Farmers
Co-Op Association,
1967. COURTESY OF THE

HONG FAMILY.




> BREEEETERE
E SN AR
19624 ETE#RE0
BRI RE (B ot
B E 2 RESM
ERN KB
EHEEREFW
B 196THF o rx%

Rt

> The B.C. Lower
Mainland Farmers
Co-Op Association
was established in
1962 to regulate the
pricing of vegetables.
All of their members
were Chinese
Canadian. Most of
them originated from
Zhongshan County
(Chungshan) in
Guangdong, China,
1967. COURTESY OF THE
HONG FAMILY.

> LeongYin () fi
XK () TE196T4F
BEIERMME
KRB FEHEE R
ABDBEEHRE
HERIEIR M

> Leong Yin (left) and
Hong Chan Kow
(right) distributing
local produce to the
public during the
Canadian Centen-
nial celebration in
Vancouver, 1967.
COURTESY OF THE HONG
FAMILY.
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Growing
Burnaby

< The use of intensive
farming techniques
such as raised beds and
planting in tight rows
increased productivity on
Chinese Canadian market
gardens, 1961. VANCOUVER
PUBLIC LIBRARY [PROVINCE
NEWSPAPER] 41621
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48 Growing Burnaby

Chinese Canadians have been
growing food in Burnaby since
the late 1800s. In the early years,
they were discouraged from land
ownership due to discriminatory
attitudes towards the Chinese
Canadian community.

Some Chinese Canadians partnered with friends
and relatives to lease land from White landowners;
a small number were able to get around restrictions
and purchase land. Hundreds of Chinese Canadian
men and women volunteered during the Second
World War, helping to change social attitudes
towards the community, which created more oppor-
tunity for Chinese Canadians to purchase land in
Burnaby by the 1950s. This led to a shift from farm
partnerships to family-owned market gardens.
Many Chinese Canadian farmers learned traditional
farming techniques in China, and some gained
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knowledge by farming in British Columbia, such as
on x“maBk*“ayem territory (Musqueam First Nation)
in Vancouver. The stories captured in this section
reflect the lived experiences of Chinese Canadian
families who have been foundational to building
Burnaby’s diverse and extensive food distribu-
tion networks. Through generations of knowledge
keeping and sharing, some of these farms continue
to supply food to households in Burnaby and the
Greater Vancouver region to this day.
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Hong Chan Kow, Wong
Foon Gai, Leong See Fun
and Hong Gay Tim (from
left) on farmland they
leased from x"maBk“eyom
(Musqueam First Nation)
Peoples in Vancouver.
Members of the Hong and
Leong families later estab-
lished farms in Burnaby’s
Big Bend area, circa 1951.
BV017.365. COURTESY OF THE HONG
FAMILY.
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Yee Gim Won (second from
right) and three of his
business partners jointly
leased farmland from the
Mclntosh family, late 1950s
or early 1960s. The farm
was renamed Sun Tai Sang
Farm after the partnership
dissolved in the early

1970s. COURTESY OF HARRY YEE.
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> A cardboard box
used for shipping
and selling mandarin
oranges. It was
designed by Kelly
Douglas produce
buyer Cecil Lee, who
worked closely with
Chinese Canadian
farmers in Burnaby
and the Fraser Valley.

BV0196.1. COURTESY OF
CECIL LEE.
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> Cold frames

constructed using
wood planks and
glass at Quin On
Farm, operated by
Leong See Quin.
These mini green-
houses were used
to overwinter plants
and get an early
start on Chinese
vegetables, 1970s.
COURTESY OF THE LEONG

FAMILY.
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> Hok Yat Louie and
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and their eleven
children, 1930s.
COURTESY OF THE HY. LOUIE
FAMILY ARCHIVES.
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Hok Yat Louie
(1875-1934)
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52 Growing Burnaby

Among the tens of thousands of Chinese men who
ventured overseas in the late nineteenth century
was Hok Yat Louie, founder of H.Y. Louie Company,
which became one of BC’s largest grocery distrib-
utors and the long-time owner of IGA, Fresh St.
Market and London Drugs.

Born in Doo Tow village, Guangdong, China, Hok Yat
was exceptionally diligent and hard-working from
a young age. During the day, he worked in the rice
fields; at night he educated himself, as his family
could not afford schooling. He sailed to Canada alone
in 1898, with just enough money for passage and the
$50 head tax. After working several jobs, he leased
land in south Burnaby and started a small farm with
two business partners. His knowledge of working
with wet delta soil in China was an advantage.

One of Hok Yat’s duties was to deliver the farm’s
produce to wholesalers and retail stores. He rose
before dawn and made trips by wagon from the
farm to Chinatown in Vancouver. During these
four- to five-hour trips, he learned English using a
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Hok Yat Louie > BRERRASM > The Y. boue
EHommusmye Company produce

truck. COURTESY OF THE
EREM-
H.Y. LOUIE FAMILY ARCHIVES.

S F'q./I% FF'I':El': RME s Edward, Quan and

Fomeuznxs Helen Louie. COURTESY
rEER Mo OF THE HY. LOUIE FAMILY
ARCHIVES.

FENSHEERGD P EHBIGEE Chinese-English phrasebook. Knowing English gave
FHEEE Y. BRI E AT thE JEE him an advantage in dealing with non-Chinese busi-
A . . + sy nesses and customers, and he became successful
g;%gi;i;;j;gg;i{;ﬂZTi{ml%ﬁ as a broker between the Chinese and non-Chinese
i communities. He established his first company,
FoMmMYTESHE —KAF ——Kwong Kwong Chong Company, in 1903, supplying seeds,
Chong@ﬁ AEANENEEEEREF S EE fertilizer and wholesale groceries to shops in
MEEHLEE - NBININTEENE L EXRS Chinatown. The company was incorporated in
EERERAT AEEMEANAAERZLLK 1927 and renamed H.Y. Louie Company Limited. It
S RS R SR S o supplied goods to Chinese Canadian corner stores

and greengrocers in Burnaby.

19115 BRm IR AR MRS T+ — In 191, Hok Yat married Young Shee; they raised
1@}9__7r ERA BER - FER - BE2HR E eleven children: Tim, Tong, Bill, Ernie, Quan, John,

eR - EHE BRI -BEEH BB -EE Edward, Helen, Beatrice, Willis and Ken. After Hok
F,EL,(&EE.*EEOEE&;&?ET& Y 0@ 5 F & Yat's death, his four sons managed the family
ﬂ BIERERE  ZATINIGFERERE R business. The company was succeeded by Tong

B BRAMNRE FEE R Louie in 1955, and later by Tong’s son, Brandt Louie.
e —The H.Y. Louie family
— BB EK &
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>> Tong and Willis

Louie. COURTESY OF THE
H.Y. LOUIE FAMILY ARCHIVES

343 The HY. Louie

Company Distri-
bution Centre was
previously located
on Production Way
in Burnaby. courTEsY
OF THE HY. LOUIE FAMILY

ARCHIVES.
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Joe Wong Farm
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Yet Nong with Roy
and baby Donald
in front of the farm
truck, early 1950s.
COURTESY OF THE WONG
FAMILY.

Joe Wong in front
of the farm truck,
194.0s. COURTESY OF THE

EN St
WONG FAMILY.

My grandfather Wong Yow Yee and grandmother
Wong Woo Shee came to Canada in the early 1900s
from the village of Daai Long Bo in Guangdong,
China. When they arrived, they purchased land on
12th Avenue in the Big Bend neighbourhood. They
cleared the land to grow vegetables, which they
sold door to door by horse and buggy in Burnaby
and New Westminster. They built a house on the
farm and raised six children: Mee Tun (Jean), Mee
Gum (May), Bak Joe (Joe), Bak Sing (Fred), Bak
Lok and Bak Wah. My father, Joe, and some of his
siblings helped on the farm while attending school
at Riverway East.

When my grandfather retired in 1928, he took his
family to our home village in China. There, in 1932,
my father married my mother, Yet Nong. My two
eldest brothers, Tung Sing (Ray) and Tung Chow
(Bill), were born in China. Shortly after, my father
returned alone to the family farm in Burnaby. When
the Second World War broke out, the Japanese army
invaded our family’s village in China; my mother and
two brothers had to fend for themselves. After the
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v S A < The Wong brothers:

B SRR Ray, Bill, Roy and
RHEE » 19504F Donald at the family

- e farm, 1950s. COURTESY
RomezRmRg-
OF THE WONG FAMILY.
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war ended, my father returned to China. Soon my
brother, Tung On (Roy), was born, and my father
returned to Burnaby. In 1948, after the repeal of the
Chinese Exclusion Act, my mother and brothers
immigrated to Canada. | was their fourth son and the
only child born in Canada.

Ray and Bill attended school in New Westminster
while Roy and | went to Burnaby, and later on, UBC.
During the summer months, | worked long hours on
the farm picking vegetables. We had a tea break at
4pm and then worked until around 10pm and had
dinner, after which my father delivered vegetables
to wholesalers, returning home after midnight.
When the farm was closed in the winter, my parents
played mahjong with their friends to pass the time.
My family visited Chinatown to shop for meat at the
Hon Yick BBQ store. For birthdays and weddings,
we attended banquets at Chinese Canadian restau-
rants, including Yuen Lock, Ming’s and Ho Inn.

Ray and Bill worked on the farm with our father. In
order to expand our family’s farm operations, Ray,
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our mother and our uncle, Suen Lai, purchased five
additional lots on the west side of 12th Avenue in
1954. We grew many types of produce on our farm,
including radishes, green onions, carrots, beets,
lettuce, celery, dill weed, squash, parsley, cauliflower
and bok choy.

Operating the farm was challenging. Our family
sacrificed leisure time and worked long hours to run
the farm. My father retired in 1986 and passed away
in 1996. Ray had a major stroke in 1992, leaving Bill
and his son, Terry, to run the farm. Bill passed away
in 1998 and Terry has operated the family farm since
then. My mother lived alone in the house on the farm
to the age of ninety-seven. She passed away in 2017
at the ripe old age of 101.

—Donald Wong
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Joe Wong and son
Bill standing beside
their farm trucks,
1967. COURTESY OF THE
WONG FAMILY.

View of Joe Wong
Farm near 12th
Avenue, 1960s. The
original home, barn
and greenhouse can
be seen on the far
right. COURTESY OF THE
WONG FAMILY.
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Douglas Road Farm
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My maternal grandfather, Jung Chung Chong,
was one of the pioneer Chinese Canadian market
gardeners of the Deer Lake area. He and his wife,
Jung Gee Shee, arrived in Burnaby 1907 and raised
a family of five: Anne, Maida, Laura (my mother),
Harry and Gordon. In my mother’s teenage years,
she was fiercely independent and strong-willed.
Her two sisters had arranged marriages; my mother
refused to comply with this custom. Instead, she
worked on the family farm until she married, at the
age of thirty, and moved to Fraser Mills, a small
milltown that contributed to the establishment of
Coquitlam. The Jung farm was the result of the hard
work and dedication of family members, along with
a few hired farmhands. Harry and Gordon continued
their education before embarking on their careers.

For approximately forty-three years, Douglas Road
Farm at Douglas Road and Still Creek Avenue grew
and supplied fresh produce to Burnaby families and
Chinese Canadian restaurants and greengrocers in
Chinatown in Vancouver. My grandfather produced
his own natural fertilizer using fish heads from the
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Jung in front of the
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farm, 1940s. Bv017.24.26.
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local cannery. He also operated a piggery at the
farm. He maintained a healthy lifestyle for his family
and achieved success in his farming career. My
grandparents’ diligence and hard work contributed
to the prosperity of ensuing generations.

After my grandfather’s retirement, my grandpar-
ents relocated to East Vancouver. My grandmother
passed away at the age of seventy-three, my
grandfather at eighty-one. Our family scrapbook is
entitled, “Every Story Has a Beginning..” | believe
that we need a broader picture of our histories to
understand and appreciate what we have today.
Each generation builds on the previous generation’s
lived experiences.

—Julie (Chan) Lee
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Douglas Road Farm
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v BB =1{>19404F v Three generations

1X 0 Bv020.38.9° & of the Jung family,
R o 1940s. BvV020389.
COURTESY OF JULIE

(CHAN) LEE.
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Tai Yee Yuen Farm
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My great-grandfather, Law Hong Tim, arrived in
New Westminster from Shunde County (Sun Dak),
Guangdong, China in the mid-1880s. With his first
cousin once removed, Law A. Yam, he established
Ying, Tai and Company, a successful mercantile and
labour-contracting business in New Westminster,
in operation until the mid-1930s. The company sold
general merchandise and imported Chinese goods
and operated three very productive and profitable
farms.

My grandfather, Law A. Chong, was born in China
(1882-1964) and travelled between China and
Canada, finally settling in New Westminster in 1913
with my grandmother, Chan Yook, and my uncles
Fong and Chuck. My dad, Herbert Mon Yee Law
(1916-2003), was my grandparents’ fourth son and
first child born in Canada to survive.

My dad grew up in Chinatown in New Westminster
and worked on the family farms in Maillardville,
Coquitlam and on Annacis Island. He delivered
produce from Ying Tai farms to Chinese Canadian
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Herbert Mon Yee Law
at the family farm on
Annacis Island, early
1930s. COURTESY OF GAIL
LAW) YIP.
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Carolyn Law, Gail (Law)
Yip and Tom Yee,
neighbour and school-
mate of Carolyn, 1955.
COURTESY OF GAIL (LAW) YIP.
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vegetable wholesalers in Vancouver. Later he
worked at the Homalko Logging Company on Lulu
Island and United Fraser Growers in Chinatown in
Vancouver. In 1941, Dad joined the war effort. After
completing a six-month aviation training course on
Sea Island, he worked on the repair and construc-
tion of several different military aircraft.

In1946, Dad entered a partnership with three farmers
of my grandfather’s generation, Shui Leung, Joe
Gum and Toh Ming. This was a favourable arrange-
ment, as the farmers needed a truck driver as well
as someone who could speak English. Farm life then
was truly labour intensive. Instead of a tractor, they
used a horse and plough. This was the start of Dad’s
short market-gardening career in Burnaby.

In 1948, he married my mom, Jean Chu Law, and they
purchased the 8.5-acre farm at 3606 Marine Drive
for $6,800. They renamed the farm Tai Yee Yuen.
The produce grown there was sold to businesses in
Chinatown as well as to Kelly Douglas (SuperValu)
in Burnaby.
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Tai Yee Yuen Farm
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(LAW) YIP.

In 1955, after only seven years, Dad gave up farming,
as it was no longer profitable enough to support our
family of five. Between 1955 and 1971, the farm was
leased to three different families and was eventually
sold to the third lessee. We retained the family home
and three-quarters of an acre of farmland. There,
under Dad’s tutelage, my sisters and their spouses
and my husband and | grew a wide selection of
produce for our own consumption. Though Dad no
longer farmed, he continued to help other farmers
when the need arose. He acted as their interpreter
whenever issues of farming came up with the
municipal government.

—Gail (Law) Yip
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Tong Yip Farm
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The story of my father’s struggle for acceptance
and recognition in Canada began with the arrival of
my grandfather, Ben Chung Yip, from Panyu County
(Poonyue), Guangdong, China in the late 1870s.
With the earnings from his gold mining claims, my
grandfather purchased a farm in Cranbrook, BC,
and later opened a dry goods store with a partner.
In 1921, my grandfather brought his wife, Yip Lee
Shee, from China.

My father, Doo Tong (George) Yip, was born in 1921
when Ben Chung Yip was fifty-eight. Upon Ben’s
passing in 1924, the family moved to Vancouver
for better opportunities. Finding none, and due
to systemic racism, my grandmother moved the
family back to their home village in China in 1933.
There, my father studied to become an herbalist, or
Chinese doctor. His studies were interrupted by the
Japanese invasion of China and in 1938 he returned
to Canada. Before he left, he married my mother,
Chow Won Tai, from the same ancestral village.
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With its discriminatory attitudes, Canada did not
accept volunteers of Chinese descent to serve
during the early years of the Second World War.
An opportunity arose in 1944, when the clandes-
tine British war organization Special Operations
Executive requested that Canada recruit ethnic
Chinese for their Southeast Asia campaign, Force
136, on account of their appearance and language
skills. My father volunteered in the fall of 1944,
completing basic training in Alberta. In 1945, he was
sent to London, England, along with other recruits,
and then on to British Special Forces training camps
in Poona and Meerut in India. There, he trained as
a wireless radio operator. Force 136 was inserted
behind enemy Japanese lines as covert operatives
to monitor troop movements and armaments and to
liaise with underground resistance groups.

Upon his return to Canada in 1946, my father was
awarded the Burma Star, the Canadian Volunteer
Service Medal and the War Medal. He received a
Veterans Land Grant in 1948, which enabled him to
purchase a five-acre parcel of land on Byrne Road in
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the Big Bend neighbourhood. Veterans who received
a land grant were also provided with a two-year
stipend and deferred mortgage payments until the
land was deemed arable. He was able to bring my
mother from China to Canada.

During the first two years, my father worked night

shifts at a produce wholesaler in Vancouver and

cleared the land during the day until it became a
producing market garden. The farm, called Tong
Yip, grew many varieties of vegetables, including
lettuce, carrots, radishes, green onions, beets, cauli-
flower, celery, cabbage, kale, spinach and various
squashes, such as marrow, zucchini and Hubbard.
From the late 1950s to the 1970s, they delivered their
produce to Woodward’s Stores in New Westminster
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and Surrey, and wholesale companies, including
Kelly Douglas (SuperValu) and MacDonald’s Consol-
idated (Safeway), both located in Burnaby.

My father died just shy of his fifty-first birthday.

During his too-short life he achieved acceptance and
recognition by fighting for his country and receiving
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> HEXENEG > Tong Yip Farm
H>1960F o produce trucks,

wgm s 1960s. COURTESY OF
IMERIE R ©
KEN YIP.

full citizenship, as well as by becoming a landowner
and successful business owner. The success of Tong
Yip Farm allowed his children to attend university.
| attended UBC Engineering, became a Registered
Professional Engineer and had a successful career
in biomedical engineering. My younger brother,
Raymond, was a successful business owner and
department store manager.

—Ken Yip
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The southern tip of Burnaby is known as Big Bend,
after the bend in the north arm of the Fraser River.
This area includes rich agricultural lands that
were once home to wild cranberry bogs tradition-
ally harvested by Indigenous Peoples. The lands
were drained and used for agricultural purposes by
White settlers beginning in the 1860s. By the 1890s,
groups of Chinese immigrants from the same village
or family were farming in this area, often leasing
land from White landowners. After the Second
World War, political instability in China and changes
to Canada’s immigration policies led to renewed
immigration from China. The families of many men
already living in Canada decided to join their fathers
and husbands. As a result, many Chinese Canadian
family farms were established in Big Bend in the
1950s and 1960s. The area remains an active agri-
cultural area, with 551 acres included in the Agricul-
tural Land Reserve. Many Chinese Canadian family
farms continue to operate in the neighbourhood.
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Hop On Farms
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Our family has owned and operated Hop On Farms
in the Big Bend neighbourhood of Burnaby since
1953. The farm was originally named Hop On Yuen,
which translates to Unity and Peace Gardens. Five
generations have now lived by these words.

In 1921, at age fifteen, our great-grandfather Hong
Gay Tim travelled by steamship from China to
Vancouver to join his father Hong Sui Wing and
nephew, Hong Tim Hing, who had arrived in years
prior. Hong Gay Tim paid the $500 head tax and
found work as a house servant for a wealthy family.
His hair, in the queue style characterized by a bare
forehead and long braid, was promptly cut off. This
shattered his dignity and challenged his tolerance,
for Confucian values regard hair as a gift from
parent to child. Cutting it was considered an offense
to one’s family.

The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1923 quelled immi-
gration from Chinato Canada indefinitely. Legalized
discrimination included restrictions on how
Chinese Canadians could earn a living. Farming
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v Hong Chan Kow

(right) carried a baby
photo of his eldest
daughter, Pauline, in
his wallet (see photo
on left). Pauline met
her father for the
first time when the
family reunited in
Canada in 1958, when
she was eight years
old. Bv019102. COURTESY
OF THE HONG FAMILY.
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< Pauline Hong with
her younger siblings
Catherine, Norine,
Josephine (from left)
and baby Gary at
Hop On Farms, 1963.
BV017.36.6. COURTESY OF
THE HONG FAMILY.
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became a prevailing choice as many from Southern
China had experience in agriculture. Some Chinese,
including our family, formed partnerships with the
x"mabk*syam (Musqueam First Nation) Peoples,
who permitted Chinese to lease their land to live
and farm on. We will eternally respect and cherish
our Musqueam relations.

The Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed in 1947.
Hong Gay Tim brought his son, Chan Kow, to Canada
in 1952, and together they farmed land leased from
the x"maBk*syam (Musqueam First Nation) Peoples
in Vancouver until opportunity to purchase land in
Burnaby arose, and hence Hop On Farms was estab-
lished in 1953. In 1958, Chan Kow brought his wife,
Sui Ha, and daughter, Pauline, to Canada—they had

six more children born in Vancouver, BC.

Our grandparents and parents laboured arduously
on the farm, through summer heat and downpours
of rain, with cracked and calloused hands. Summer
meant long hours by all available family to harvest
crops daily. We were expected to help when not
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members at Hop On
Farms, 1969. cOURTESY
OF THE HONG FAMILY.
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attending school or doing homework and reminded
to focus on our education as this was a way out
of farming, which was considered an exhausting
unviable livelihood. Although work was endless,
Sunday afternoon was family time. Dad would take
us for Sunday drives to feed the horses at the stables
nearby, or we would play kickball at the park.

We attended Glenwood Elementary, located across
from the farm. During recess, we could see our grand-
parents and parents working in the fields. Occasion-
ally our teacher would ask if the class could tour the
farm. Dad welcomed everyone and would gift each
student a vegetable to take home. Our friends often
asked to play on the farm after school. There were
fish to catch in the ravine, frogs and tadpoles in the
ditch, grasshoppers in the weeds—it was the best
playground a kid could ask for.
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< Hong Gay Tim with
grandson Gary Hong
and great-grandson
Robert Chan inside
the Hop On Farms
greenhouse, 1970s.
COURTESY OF THE HONG
FAMILY.
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¢ Darlene and Marlene
Hong at Hop On
Farms, late 1970s.
BV017.36.15. COURTESY OF
THE HONG FAMILY.
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During the early years, with racism still prominent,
we could only sell our produce to smaller Chinese
businesses in Chinatown.

In 1973, Hop On Farms Produce Store was estab-
lished to sell direct to the community. Hong Chan
Kow asked his eldest daughter, Pauline, and her
husband, Jack Chan, to help manage the farm and
retail store. Numerous family members kept the
store running smoothly every summer.

The farm is a symbol of our family’s legacy of setting
strong roots into a new community and of our fore-

fathers’ determination and resilience.

—The Hong family
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We grew up in Burnaby in the 1990s and still live
here. We completed our education in the Burnaby
school system. As children, we played on soccer and
basketball teams in South Burnaby; Bonsor Recre-
ation Complex was like our second home. Our family
business, Leong’s Nursery, is located in the Big Bend
area of Burnaby.

Our parents’ families moved from Zhongshan County
(Chungshan), China in the 1930s and 1950s respec-
tively, eventually settling in the Big Bend area. Our
maternal grandparents, the Wongs, grew onions,
lettuce, radishes and other vegetables, supplying
local grocery stores such as Woodward’s and
Safeway. Our paternal grandparents, the Leongs,
established Quin On Farm in 1966. They grew Asian
vegetables, such as gai lan and bok choy, supplying
grocery stores in Chinatown in Vancouver as well as
Kelly Douglas in Burnaby.

Our grandparents immigrated to Burnaby in the
1950s to provide a better life for themselves and their
families. They worked hard to raise the standard of
living for their children, all of whom have achieved



BOFHIEEAZES | Leong See Quin on the
51970 AHRER farm tractor, mid-1970s.

; COURTESY OF THE LEONG
RERERM -

FAMILY.
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Edmond Leong grew
up on Chinese farms
on x*moaBk“ayam
(Musqueam First Nation)
territory in Vancouver.
In 1979, he took over
his father’s farm, Quin
On Farm, and named it
Leong’s Nursery, where
he continues to work
today. COURTESY OF THE

LEONG FAMILY.
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a university degree. We have benefited from this as
well, having both obtained university degrees and
professional designations.

To this day, Leong’s Nursery, originally known as
Quin On Farm, supplies the community with herbs,
vegetables, bedding plants, hanging baskets and
planters. Customers often share stories of how their
parents or grandparents brought them to shop there
when they were kids. Our grandparents’ efforts and
resilience in the 1950s and beyond helped establish
economic and social networks that have been
important for sustaining and growing Burnaby.

Burnaby was built by people from various parts of
the world. While Chinese Canadians are just one of
the many communities that has shaped Burnaby, it
is important to recognize Chinese Canadian contri-
butions to the city’s foundation. Driving along
Marine Drive in Big Bend today, one sees large fields
and market gardens, most of which are operated
by Chinese Canadians. It may be easy for us

PHEAZLL 93



Quin On Farm & Leong’s Nursery

B THERNREREAZLLNIEEEEMNE
TR AT B AR o

AELLHREERZIMPIAMHEREZLEM
o BAEBMERARRBEARZLNR
EHEZ— BRADEFMERAHZT
REFRBNEMIEEEZ -ESH - E2H0
EREBEEBARETHR AUBEIKRRAN
A ERE > KD HEFMERAL
ZoHAFRABRKXENSE R AIERS
SREBKERAEMEN BREER
B EBRIMERZMEAEEMEZLMASE
BYEESE ©

It

_;I%f‘_’r‘?_ﬁ*_*l];ly%/l)\gﬁ

94 Growing Burnaby

second-generation immigrants to take for granted
our opportunities, but with reflection, we can better
understand and celebrate our rich history.

—Caitlin and Jeffrey Leong
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> Leong Mew Yee
cleaning up the field
after harvest at Quin -
On Farm, 1970s.
COURTESY OF THE LEONG
FAMILY.
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4 Herman, Mew Yee
and Edmond growing
spinach in early
spring, 1970s. The
wooden row maker
was devised by Mew
Yee to create straight
and even crop rows.
COURTESY OF THE LEONG
FAMILY.
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My grandfather, Yee Gim Won, arrived in Canada
around 1910 at the age of sixteen. He and several
partners leased farmland from the McIntosh family
on Marine Drive between Nelson Avenue and Royal
Oak Avenue in Burnaby. They called the farm Tai
Sang Yuen.

My father, Yu Yung Quon, was born in 1924 in Bak
Tong village, Panyu County (Poonyue), Guangdong.
In China, he worked as a math and physical
education teacher. Our family immigrated to Canada
in 1965 after living in Hong Kong for several years.
In the early 1970s, my father and uncle purchased
the farmland from the McIntosh family and operated
the farm together until they ended the partnership
in the late 1970s. My father changed his farm’s name
to Sun Tai Sang Farm.

My parents, Yu Yung Quon and Yu (Wong) Chai
Ho, raised five children, three boys and two girls.
My siblings and | attended Killarney Secondary in
Vancouver. In 1982, my father and | opened a retail
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Yu Yung Quon and
nieces Fannie (Chan)
Chong and Mary (Chan)
Yip at the farm, early
1970s. COURTESY OF

HARRY YEE.
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Yu Yung Quon (right)
and visitors at Sun
Tai Sang Farm, 1980s.
COURTESY OF HARRY YEE.




ELnBE TERAPET BEANEEN
BRMEEFS TEHER

BREBZIN HRBEEMNEFTMEX
B+ R - th R IEESIRBERE
BREPEGENBLEQFTIIERE - tER
hERRFREEFRRESIFHINE 5fF
HARETEREFRR A EHIEERME

SHEAm-

—FIEZS

Sun Tai Sang3E

store on the farm. In the 1980s and '90s, the farm
participated in many PNE competitions for growers
and won numerous awards for growing the best
carrots, radishes and green onions.

Outside of his life on the farm, my father was an active
member of the local Chinese Canadian community.
He served in various leadership roles, including as
president of the Chinese Benevolent Association
and president of the Yue Shan Society. He was also
a member of the B.C. Lower Mainland Farmers Co-
Operative Association, comprised mostly of Chinese
Canadian farmers; it was responsible for setting
prices and getting supplies.

—Harry Yee
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Wing Wong Farm
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it
WONG FAMILY.

Our father, Wong Shue Wing (Shue), was born in
Han Mee, Zhongshan County (Chungshan), China.
He came to Canada in 1953 to join his father, who
immigrated years earlier. Initially, he worked as a
waiter in restaurants and then on vegetable farms
on x"maBk“ayam territory (Musqueam First Nation)
in Vancouver while saving up to start his own farm.
He wed Wong Sow Hing in 1959 and they had five
children: Irene, Josephine, Gordon, Grover and
Bobby.

In 1970, the family moved to South Burnaby and
started a vegetable farm on Marine Drive. In 1974, they
started the Wing Wong Farm roadside stand, selling
produce and bedding plants. Wing Wong’s Nursery
is still in that location today, operated by Shue'’s
children. Shue worked long hours on the vegetable
farm. He sold produce to Kelly Douglas (SuperValu)
and to MacDonald’s Consolidated for Safeway.

Shue loved having large mahjong parties in smoke-
filled rooms, with Johnnie Walker whisky pouring
freely. In the off-season, he enjoyed travelling with
his farming friends, many of whom belonged to the
Zhongshan Allied Association, as he did.
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EHRBNEEESR
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> Gordon and Grover

Wong on the farm
truck, 1960s. COURTESY
OF THE WONG FAMILY.

Wong Sow Hing
inside the green-
house at Wing Wong
Farm, 1977. COURTESY
OF THE WONG FAMILY.

Shue loved going out to eat at Chinese Canadian
greasy spoon restaurants and would always drop off
food at his children’s houses as after-school snacks
for his grandkids.

The family home and farm were a gathering place for
large feasts. Shue would always brighten up when
his twelve grandkids came to see him and po po
(grandmother) Sow Hing. Any excuse would do to
hold a gathering—Christmas brunch, Chinese New
Year, birthdays, newborn celebrations all qualified.
As he got older, Shue stepped back from the daily
operations of the farm to become an ambassador,
preferring to meet and talk with customers, allowing
his children to run the business. He lived a full life
and stayed true to his South Burnaby farming roots.
The successful family business, which he and our
mother started and expanded to include real estate
holdings, is where his children and grandchildren
got their first work experience.

—The Wong family
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< Hilltop Grocery operated

from 1958 to 2015 near
the corner of Douglas
Road and Woodsworth
Street. The store carried a
wide variety of dry goods
and grocery items. In later
years, when lottery and
scratch tickets became
popular, Loy Lee was
named “Lotto Loy” by his
customers as he would
often organize group
lottery pools. courTESY OF

ALAN LEE.
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FETEMER ) ‘ Hilltop Grocery

AR ITBLE A% | Watling Grocery &

Confectionery

Boknis; ‘ Tommy’s Market
AZLbmit ‘ Burnaby Heights
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From chop suey to wonton noodle
soup, Chinese cuisine has been
integral to Burnaby’s food service
industry for many decades. For
many Chinese immigrants, starting
a family business was a way to gain
financial security.

Strong family and social networks supported the
circulation of business acumen and capital between
families and across generations. Some of Burnaby’s
earliest Chinese Canadian restaurants were estab-
lished on Kingsway and Hastings Street. Family-
owned corner stores and greengrocers supplied
produce and dry goods for their neighbours. Just like
restaurants, these stores served as informal social
spaces for the community, where many friendships
and memories were created. Many of the Chinese
Canadian restaurants, corner stores and green-
grocers that operated in the 1960s and 1970s remain
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Chef Stephen Yan
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"‘IfE’JﬁEEEPﬁ\;‘é Lougheed Highway in
B o i S the 1980s. His popular
ERZAHE(HE television cooking show
Yy mteE KRHEE Wok with Yan popular-
BRREGE ized Cantonese home
cooking for mainstream
BV002.48.9° .
audiences. Bv002489.
COME WOK
WITH YAN

FOR RESERVATIONS

PHOME: 937-7111
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part of the community’s collective memory, and a
few have continued to operate. Recent establish-
ments, such as Burnaby’s Crystal Mall, have become
new urban centres which offer one-stop shopping
for Asian groceries, dried goods and freshly cooked
meals. In this section, we showcase stories of family-
run restaurants, corner stores and greengrocery
stores that have helped make Burnaby a more
connected and delicious place.
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< Burnaby’s Crystal
Mall food court
features a wide array
of regional Chinese
cuisines as well
as other East and
Southeast Asian
dishes. courTEsY oF
CHRISTOPHER CHEUNG.

> TRRFEMBetty
Chuit1964FEEX
BREHBITER
M5 o fifI5L1972
FERBNRENIE
Ik AR AE A E
HEHERE &
TEMFSERER
BERKIRM -

> Tommy and Betty
Chu established
Tommy’s Market on
Edmonds Street in
1964. They moved
to their present-day
location in 1972 and
continue to sell dry
goods, flowers and
fresh produce to the
local community.
COURTESY OF THE CHU

FAMILY.
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Interview by Denise Fong with Loy Lee, retired co-owner of
Hilltop Grocery, and his sons Alan and Vince Lee, as well as
Tam (Chan) Lee Ling, daughter of Jean Chan, retired co-owner
of Hilltop Grocery

Denise: When did your family arrive in Canada?

Loy: My ancestral village was Gauyu village in
Zengcheng County (Jungseng), China. My paternal
uncle paid my head tax, and | arrived in Canada as
his paper son and adopted the paper name Lee
Hing Loy. Paper sons and daughters were people
who entered the country using identity papers
purchased from other Chinese who had already
become Canadian residents.

Ling: My grandmother Lam May Fong arrived
from Taishan County (Toisan), China and settled
in Duncan, where she met Uncle Loy. In 1958, they
became business partners, and the two families
operated Hilltop Grocery. My mother Jean Chan
arrived in Vancouver in 1971 and took over the
co-ownership of Hilltop from my grandmother. Mom
ran the store with Uncle Loy until 2015.
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< Lee Loy and son
Alan Lee in front of
the store’s beverage
display, 1970s.
COURTESY OF ALAN LEE.
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Denise: What was it like to grow up in the family
business?

Ling: My sister Kate and | were the eldest among
the Lee and Chan kids, so we started working at
the store at a young age, cleaning and stocking
merchandise and, when we got older, working the
cash. The busiest time of day was after school when
kids came to buy treats and browse comic books.
The store was open seven days a week.

Alan: My dad and Ling’s mom, Jean, often took the
bus to purchase store merchandise from H.Y. Louie
Company in Chinatown, which was before any of us
had a driver’s licence. As a teenager | started helping
at the store along with Ling’s younger brother, Jim.
It was fun when our friends would visit while we
were watching the store.

Vince: As the youngest child, | assisted with stocking
shelves and occasionally operated the cash register.
Our store carried a wide variety of dry goods and
grocery items. In 1989, the store was renovated to
accommodate the expansion of the retail space.
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and friends. 1970s.
COURTESY OF ALAN LEE

Denise: What was the community like?

Alan: We were very popular with local families,
municipal workers and industrial workers who
worked nearby. Some of our customers in the neigh-
bourhood included the actor Michael J. Fox and the
NHL player Glenn Anderson before they became
famous.

Vince: We knew all of our neighbours by name, and
my dad often allowed families to run a tab. When
our store closed in 2015, we organized a farewell
celebration. Many customers who had moved away
came back for the occasion.
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In 1912, our paternal grandfather, Ko Hen Kee, and
his younger brother, Ko Choy Kee, immigrated to
Canada from Hou Tou village, Zhongshan County
(Chungshan), China. They were in their twenties and
each required to pay the $500 head tax.

Our grandfather worked at a shingle mill, packing
cedar shingles. He returned to China in 1922 and
1927 to marry and start a family. He returned to
Canada, but could not bring his wife and child. The
Chinese Exclusion Act prevented our grandmother,
Ko Choy Yuk June, and father, Ko Joo Ping (Joe),
from joining our grandfather in Canada until 1954.
Our father inherited our grandfather’s job at the
shingle mill after he was injured in a workplace
accident. Our grandfather bought a grocery store
on Commercial Drive in Vancouver.

Our parents had an arranged marriage. Our mother,
Chau Siu Mun (Eva), although having never met my
father, travelled to Canada in 1958 to marry him.
They lived with our grandparents, where mother
learned English while helping run the store. While
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Ko Joo Ping and Chau
Siu Mun jointly operated
Watling Grocery, circa
1975. COURTESY OF THE KO
FAMILY.
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Watling Grocery & Confectionery ¢ BFII9T0FM  « The Ko family bought
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> Watling Grocery &
Confectionery, 1976.
CITY OF BURNABY ARCHIVES
556-156.
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living in the store, our parents started a family,

saved money and bought their own house.

Around 1968, our father lost his job when the shingle
mill closed. Unable to find steady work to provide for
our large family—there were five children by then—
our parents sold their house to buy Watling Grocery
& Confectionery in 1970. The building was split, with
a grocery store on one side and a vacated butcher
shop on the other side, which became our residence.

Imbued with a strong work ethic and sense of
frugality, our parents opened Watling Grocery &
Confectionery every day from 7am to 11 pm, including
holidays. The store closed for the first time when they
retired in 1987. Our father and mother (“Chief” and
“Mrs. Ko,” as the neighbourhood knew them) moved
to a house two blocks away, where they remained
good friends with their former customers until the
end of their lives. Watling Grocery & Confectionery
eventually closed and the property was developed
into a large house.

—The Ko family
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> The Chu family and
relatives in front of
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the former Tommy'’s
Market location

at 7474 Edmonds
Street, late 1960s.
COURTESY OF THE CHU

Gak i

Tommy’s Market

FAMILY.
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My father, Tommy Mo Yee Chu, owned the produce
store Tommy’s Market, a memorable part of the
Edmonds community. Tommy’s Market opened
in 1964 on Edmonds Street, seven years after my
father immigrated to Canada from Bak Chun village,
Guangdong, China. My father arrived alone in
Canada. Initially, he worked as a delivery boy for the
Rickshaw Chinese restaurant. He met my motbher,
Betty, in Vancouver through his friend John. My
parents raised a daughter (Sharon) and three sons
(Walter, Calvin and Wayne). My mom passed away
at a young age, and my father eventually remarried
and raised another son (Wilson).

Before the 1980s, big chain stores closed at six
o’clock and were closed on weekends, so indepen-
dent corner stores were the only option for people
shopping during evenings and weekends. My dad
and his friends Bill and John belonged to the Lower
Mainland Independent Grocers Association, an orga-
nization representing grocery store operators, most
of them Chinese Canadian. Membership helped
store owners negotiate better pricing with suppliers
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> Tommy and Betty
Chu, 1950s. COURTESY
OF THE CHU FAMILY.
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—Walter Chu
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and provided them with protection and a collective
voice when facing outside pressures.

Tommy’s Market was my father’s pride and joy. He
was well known to his customers for his kindness
and infectious smile. He loved to share his talent in
the kitchen, passing on his authentic recipes, such
as curry brisket, to his children and grandchildren.
Mom was the backbone of the family business, she
was always working and learned English by inter-
acting with customers.

—Walter Chu
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>> Betty Chu with her

children, Sharon and
Walter, at the family’s
first grocery store

in Vancouver, early
1960s. COURTESY OF THE
CHU FAMILY.
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Street, 1970s.
REEMH - COURTESY OF JOYCE
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A building boom began in North Burnaby by 1912,
following the creation of the Vancouver Heights
subdivision north of Hastings Street and east of
Boundary Road. North Burnaby had early access
to electricity, municipal water and the BC Electric
streetcar system, which was extended from its
terminus at Hastings and Boundary to Ellesmere
in 1913. Hastings Street became a busy commercial
strip, with many locally owned businesses serving
the neighbourhood. Some of Burnaby’s earliest
Chinese Canadian greengrocers were established
on the western section of Hastings Street by the
1920s, including Y. Hoy, Quon Bros., Lee Kee and
Burnaby Market. The Hastings streetcar service
was discontinued in 1949, but the area retained its
reputation as one of the best shopping districts
in Burnaby. Chinese Canadian cafes, grocers and
drive-in restaurants operated all along the Hastings
commercial strip by the 1960s.






> Burnaby Market was
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FAMILY.

My grandfather Fun Wong (Wong Yai Fon) operated
Burnaby Market on Hastings Street from 1926 to
1967. He was born in Victoria and married Leong
Jong Yee, who immigrated from China. They raised
five children: Thomas (Tommy), Peter, Bob, Mae
and Jean. Before opening the grocery store, one of
Fun Wong’s jobs was delivering vegetables. With
help from a European friend, he purchased land
and established Burnaby Market at 3942 Hastings
Street. It was operated by Fun Wong, his wife and his
brothers, Bill and Fred. The family lived on Pender
Street across the back lane from the store. They
were one of the first Chinese Canadian families to
live in the area.

During the 1960s, the municipality of Burnaby
initiated an urban renewal project, expropriating
land in the 3800 and 3900 blocks of Hastings Street.
Burnaby Market was forced to close. In a letter to
the editor in the Courier Examiner on April 13, 1967,
Fun Wong stated:

“l commenced my business as a grocer

and as a pioneer on East Hastings Street
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—Mike Wong

over forty years ago in 1926. At the time
my business was a very modest one in
accordance with existing circumstances.
Our store was the only store within several
blocks. To a large extent we feel that our
existence there helped to make the East
Hastings Street area grow. Our business
did grow for many years, chiefly because of
long hours of hard work by myself and my
family and staff and by reason of constant
good service to the community and to our

customers.”

Fun Wong’s eldest son, Tommy Wong, started his
career in the food industry at Burnaby Market. He
went on to work for the Kelly Douglas produce
division. In the 1960s, Tommy’s younger brothers,
Bob and Peter, operated a pet and garden store
called Burnaby Garden Centre, at 3807 East
Hastings Street.

—Mike Wong
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> FEZEE - Julie~ > Joyce, Julie, Bessi
BessiflSusietE and Susie in front

BETTIS T of.Marlne Market,
mid-1970s. COURTESY

Al » chHA o
\/ “ Al 1970 AR OF JOYCE (CHOW) YEE.
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~ 4 Members of the

s BREEEESET Chow family standing
in front of Marine

M 357 » 198OS AE o
Marine Market

COURTESY OF JOYCE

(CHOW) YEE.
RUREES NS B SHEEN1970F My father, Chow Lim Yeung, and mother, Chow (Tse)
1987¢T_jb2l§$ttﬂﬁﬂj:ﬁ/i_5937ﬁﬁﬂ\§§§#§ Lai Ping, operated Marine Market in North Burnaby

at 5937 Hastings Street from 1970 to 1987. It was
open seven days a week, from 9am to late at night.

BETGE - BELX BRIENLELAK—
EMﬁél R ©

Our family’s roots can be traced to Nam Chun village

HMXOBRAILUEREAEEREES in Panyu County (Poonyue), Guangdong, China. |
At c1963F =B AMNRIERTEZE arrived in Canada from Hong Kong at three months

EMEEERLETERIMELK - KRPRVITE of age, in 1963, along with my parents and two
= )E{EEE s ﬁﬂﬁl YRR TE IR B A > RB I sisters. We settled in Winnipeg, where another sister
1965F T B EA =& 7EBR8 was born, and then in 1965 moved to the Strath-

cona neighbourhood in Vancouver, where two more

Rﬁﬁﬂlﬁlﬁﬂiﬁiﬂji ° sisters were born.

EREE XHEURAENRITEHRAN In Vancouver, my mother worked as a strawberry
TEREIF BHIEXESNGRE - and field-vegetable picker and my father as a
4B B FEBA B B BIEM R 4A4AT « BfRE S kitchen helper at the King Hong restaurant at Main
B A S T T o and Pender. My older sisters, Nancy and Jessie,

worked in a Chinatown grocery on Main Street
owned by an uncle.

BANHERERSENLSHES S LB
HRPRMECHERS AR BELIIT0FE Many of our family friends and relatives were in the
BAELENEFSNEAREER T —XHEE grocery business and encouraged us to open our
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Marine Market
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< Chow Lim Yeung and “{ﬁ‘?ﬁﬁﬁ%
Chow Lai Ping inside
the store before

it was renovated,

mid-1970s. COURTESY
OF JOYCE (CHOW) YEE.
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own business. In 1970, my parents rented a grocery
store from a Chinese Canadian family in Burnaby.
In 1978, they purchased the entire building, which
included other tenants, like Peking Restaurant. Our
family lived in a suite behind the store. We children
attended Capitol Hill Elementary, Kensington Junior
Secondary and Burnaby North Secondary.

For entertainment we watched VHS tapes of
Chinese television dramas from Hong Kong and
ate fried chicken cooked by my dad. My family also
participated in the Lower Mainland Independent
Grocers Association, known informally as Gwo Jai
Wui, which consisted mostly of Chinese Canadian
grocers who came from the same villages. Every
year they hosted dinners and families would attend
with their young children.

—Joyce (Chow) Yee
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> BEH o CARLY

BOUWMAN #&[& »
BOUWMAN.

Originally from Chikan village, Kaiping County
(Hoiping), China, my Auntie Jenny and Uncle Tom
Woo immigrated to Canada in the 1980s. In 2003,
they acquired the North Burnaby Wonton House at
6650 Hastings Street, where Uncle Tom had been
a cook for the previous owners, who operated a
Cantonese restaurant.

My Auntie Jenny and Uncle Tom worked hard over
the years to keep their operation running, feeding
hungry souls looking for delicious, cheap and
cheerful Chinese meals. Some of their most popular
dishes are ginger fried beef, sweet and sour pork,
deep-fried spicy squid, and wontons. Their children,
Vicky and Hansen, grew up around the family
business and their support was critical, particularly
in communicating with customers. The restaurant
attracts customers of all ethnicities from across
North Burnaby.

The Woo family contributes a lot to the community.
They shop for fresh produce and cooking ingre-
dients at Crystal Mall. They often stay late after

> Wrapping wontons.
ILLUSTRATION BY CARLY
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> Exterior of North
Burnaby Wonton
House. ILLUSTRATION BY

> MEBEMERNE
[H, 2023 ° CARLY
BOUWMAN 48 o

North Burnaby Wonton House

CARLY BOUWMAN. 2023.
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the restaurant has closed to make wontons. They
serve food throughout the year, even on Christmas
Day. Despite their commitment and connection to
Burnaby, | think my auntie and uncle have never felt
a sense of belonging to any community. “Our food
was either not authentic enough, or not Canadian
enough,” says my cousin Vicky.

It is quite something to reflect upon: who made
your meal? As my family continues to toil and cook
in their family restaurant in North Burnaby, | hope
customers appreciate them for what they offer:
food, community and customer appreciation.

My favourite dish is their gon chaau ngau ho. It’s
a stir-fried flat rice noodle with beef dish. | don’t
eat much red meat but | associate this dish with
their tireless generosity and kindness. A few years
back when my mom was injured, the family volun-
tarily prepared and delivered food every day to my
parents during mom’s recovery. Their generosity
demonstrates how Chinese Canadian families take
care of one another through food.

—Daphne Woo
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The road now known as Kingsway began as a
trail used by Indigenous Peoples following the
contours of the Kingsway ridge. In 1860, Royal
Engineers enlarged the trail to become a wagon
trail connecting New Westminster and Vancouver. It
was later upgraded to a road to serve automobile
traffic. In 1913, the road was renamed Kingsway and
became an official highway.

The opening of the Pattullo Bridge in 1937 increased
traffic along the road and connected it to the
Pacific Highway. Business owners were attracted to
this area because of the access to transportation
provided by Kingsway and the adjacent inter-
urban railway route. Several large industrial and
wholesale businesses established themselves
along Kingsway, including the Kelly Douglas food
wholesale business that relocated its warehouse to
Burnaby in 1946. Kelly Douglas employed Chinese
Canadian staff and sourced produce from Chinese
Canadian farms in Burnaby.

With the boom in automobile travel and car
ownership in the 1950s, the number of commer-
cial businesses on Kingsway grew. Some featured
neon signs to attract passing motorists. Chinese
Canadians were among the entrepreneurs that
were part of the postwar boom in businesses along
Kingsway, establishing drive-in restaurants, chop
suey restaurants and convenience stores.




> FEIU (B BE > Lee Quon Lip (right)
FGary () s and his eldest son,
R B E & AL Gary Lee (centre)

with his niece and

AN R FFEF her children in front
‘ & I > '5 RiCEHICLLEE of the Lee family
> ? EERERT> 1968 corner store, C&L

FoBV021.183°FKR Grocery & Confec-
iR o tionery, 1968. Bvo21183.
C&L Groce ry COURTESY OF THE LEE
FAMILY.
Confecti

1INIF  ERFEA+ R EREEILINES My father, Lee Quon Lip, arrived in Canada in 1921
B EEKRIMEA B T—HITERE from Xinhui County (Sun Woy), Guangdong, at the
HTIE S 2 REE BEPELET age of twelve and found work as a housekeeper. In his
M8 FAMER R - thiEdaX BE MR

adult years, he travelled back to China several times
and fathered two sons and two daughters there.

EARY 23t AR TE = SR R FEl BR BT B B AT A He purchased two acres of farmland in Richmond
E—XEHG  MEIG2EBFZFMEF and operated a poultry farm in the No. 3 Road and

(BRT—EBEEN L 5 LN PR Williams Road area. In 1952, he brought his wife and
=4ko most of his children—except for one daughter, who

was already married—from China to Canada.

ERUBERMABETR K|ELSZLEEER
—XMEE > HMI1962F R FAR4E o fth

When the poultry business began to decline, my
father purchased a grocery store business in

REREMZLBCLLEETRIE  NEMK Burnaby and we moved there in 1962. He named
ER E\’:Chengﬂ] tMESHNHKLee o ABAR the shop C&L Grocery Confectionery, which stood
BREAPRTEENSEIESREAN T for Cheng (his son-in-law’s surname) and Lee. The
+EiE6912% A5 T =EEEME 5 —E property was located at 6912 Kingsway on the corner
ER BfA—EE1EIE o f__g—f(ﬁ S EW of Kingsway and Griffiths and had three storefronts

and a house in the back where the family lived. The

E%E*ﬁﬁ*ﬂﬁg:ﬁgnn EHEEETHNTER

family store sold groceries and canned goods and
o was in operation for approximately fifteen years.
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< Burnaby business-man Lee Quon Lip arrived
in Canada in 1921 and paid the $500 head
tax. Identity documents like this were

C&LEEZHNE

created by the federal government to assert

control over Chinese migrants. Today, they

are part of a historical record used by histor-

ians and genealogists. Bv021181 COURTESY OF THE

LEE FAMILY.
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My father was an active community organizer in
Chinatown. From the 1960s to 1980s, he was an
executive member of the Lee’s Benevolent Associ-
ation of Canada, a business organization composed
of Chinese Canadian businessmen with the surname
Lee. In 1988, he received an award from the Associa-
tion for his outstanding volunteer service.

As a child, | attended Stride Avenue School,
Edmonds School and Burnaby South Secondary.
| co-owned an architectural millwork company,
New Image Millwork Ltd., in Surrey for thirty years
before my retirement in 2019. The company worked
on many projects, including the Burnaby Village
Museum, the Winners store in Burnaby and other
local businesses.

—Tim Lee
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| was born and raised on these lands now known as
“Burnaby,” but never saw myself reflected in the
local history taught in school. In my second year
of university | had the opportunity to connect the
dots and celebrate the important contributions
that families like mine made to this city, region
and continent.

For many of my elders, the consequence of being
erased from official history is feeling that their
stories are not worth telling; in some cases they feel
it isn’t worth unearthing the pain of their sacrifices.
Food has always been important for me, my family,
my community, our culture. As farmers, wholesalers,
chefs and restaurant owners, we always gathered
and convened around food.

Throughout my mom’s childhood, her family oper-
ated several corner stores: U&I Grocery on Robson
Street, Fairview Market on East Broadway, then OK
Grocery and OK Food Market on Kingsway in Burnaby.
My mom, Susan, recalls early mornings at H.Y. Louie
with her father—my gung gung (grandfather)
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U&I Grocery on
Robson and Cardero
streets, Vancouver,
1962. COURTESY OF
CHRISTINA LEE.
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Bruce Quan holding
Gordon Quan in front
of Fairview Market on
East Broadway and
Prince Albert Street,
Vancouver, 1959.
COURTESY OF CHRISTINA
LEE.
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OK Grocery & OK Food Market
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Bruce Quan—learning to choose produce using
knowledge from our farming town in rural China. She
tells me how their stores were known for having the
best quality. | remember walking with her as a child
through Kin’s Farm Market, her teaching us how
to select the best fruits and choi, my brother and |
giggling as we stuck produce stickers on her back.

In elementary school, | was an office monitor,
relieving the secretaries for their lunch break.
| learned that not every child paid for our hot
lunch program, but every child was fed; it was not
discussed and no one was treated differently for it.
These values resonated deeply in our community,
made up mostly of immigrant and refugee families.
Every event had food. Our greeting—a substitute
for “how are you?”—was “have you eaten yet?”

These upbringings, quintessentially Chinese and
Canadian, have charted a course for me in my
advocacy work for justice and equity: to nurture
spaces that feel like home to youth who are fighting
for change. My work in nonprofit advocacy is unlikely
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OK Grocery & OK Food Market
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> OK Food Market on
Kingsway and Inman
Avenue, Burnaby,
1970s. COURTESY OF

CHRISTINA LEE

to be something my ancestors could have fathomed,
but it is deeply grounded in the teachings of my
elders, in the unspoken cultural values of collective
care and reciprocity that grew out of the fertile soil
of the Pearl River Delta, spanning oceans to set new
roots in another delta, half a world away.

—christina lee
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> The Lee family inside
the Dragon Inn, 1967.
BV02219.3 COURTESY OF
THE LEE FAMILY.

BHEF A

Dragon Inn
Restaurant

TRERRAIIN1I960F N BFMINREZF
MR EBRRR EMUEABRRAES
B ERSCNH N INBEE  RFEZURINIE
BRACER > thPI7E AT B BN E A SRV IS S (L
BERXRTRBONENERER -ZBRERE
ERRERAM—RIEHEAR SERIMNE
BV EE

AELERIEHARN G IEEE  EHEEF]
NGRS EE - ERBRITOFRELRE
EER2EEREFEZA B —RMET RS
EoEREEUNBEEGMRTRENE
A RTEANCERESGEM RIEEE
RBEICHM S E RS - BENEMIER
Be—REfE A ZELLRHmRRNELRE
=t

STV

TREERREHBEREOINIZEEEHE
BR > BRVFIREK « B EE ~ GV eR AN F 5%
HRRE FRAPIER BEREERE 75T

150 Connecting Burnaby

Founded in the 1960s, the Dragon Inn restaurant was
established by our parents, Larry and Kathy Lee, two
Chinese immigrants with an eye for business and a
desire to succeed. With previous restaurant experi-
ence under their belts, they opened the restaurant
as takeout only in the location of a former car deal-
ership. The business soon grew into a full-service
dine-in, takeout and delivery restaurant.

Burnaby was a logical choice for the business,
central and close to Vancouver, which was where
we lived before our parents built a family home in
Burnaby in the 1970s. The restaurant was on the
corner of Willingdon and Kingsway, now the site of
Crystal Mall. Our parents saw opportunity in this
high-traffic location. The restaurant sign, a giant
neon dragon, was an icon of the Burnaby landscape.

Deep-fried prawns, chicken chow mein, BBQ pork
fried rice and beef chop suey were a few of the items
on the menu of the popular all-you-can-eat smor-
gasbord. Many special occasions were celebrated at
the Dragon Inn, including our own family birthday






Dragon Inn Restaurant v ZREERNEE v Candle Lite Dining

WEERE 19604 Room of the Dragon
Inn, 1960s. Bv022196
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parties. Anyone who grew up in the area has their
own personal anecdote about the Dragon Inn. The
Dragon Inn was a place of memories and traditions.

Hard work was a given and bred success that was
instilled in all eight of us kids. Twelve-hour days
were not uncommon. Our grandfather would drop
the young kids off at school before going to the
restaurant to start the opening process. Our parents
would then head over and stay for the remainder of
the day. Grandpa cared for us after school and Mom
came home to make dinner. Dad got home usually
at 1lpm or later. And then it would start all over
again, every day, seven days a week. We formed a
community of our own, a small family army running
a business and going to school. On weekends you
would find most or all of us working at the restau-
rant. The Candle Lite Dining Room was often the
venue of our Sunday family dinners, the end to yet
another successful week.
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meetings and witnessing the camaraderie that
developed among the members.

Today most of us still have close ties to Burnaby,
still residing in the city and raising our families here.
We are proud to have contributed to the history
of Burnaby and are proud of the legacy that our
parents, Larry and Kathy Lee, created.

—Angela Lee
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> SEZRNLEE > A matchbox from the
& Dragon Inn restau-

©BV006.3.27°
rant. Bv0063.27.

“Not only was the Dragon Inn a family-run
restaurant, it was also an extension of our
family home where we would all converge

and support the business.”

—Angela Lee
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CHEUNG.

Bright, buzzing neon signs light your way to the
caverous heart of Crystal Mall. Welcome to the
market, where you can grab produce you won’t find
at the nearby Superstore, the likes of celtuce, lotus
root and big bags of yam leaves. Need fish? Pick a
live tilapia out of a tank. Hankering for tofu pudding?
They’'ll scoop it for you at the tofu stall. Making
soup? There’s half-a-dozen places to choose dried
goodies like dates and conch.

It was architect-developer Stanley Kwok who
dreamed up the Crystal. Chinese immigration
boomed in the 1980s and 1990s. Immigrant families
favoured the suburbs, with good schools and bigger,
cheaper houses than in Vancouver. But these were
White places, and savvy tycoons from Hong Kong
and Taiwan knew that these newly minted suburban-
ites would want their own shops and services. What
better place to house them than in malls? Richmond
got a bunch, starting with the original Aberdeen
Centre in 1989. For Burnaby’s only Chinese mall,
Kwok eyed the site of the Dragon Inn restaurant at
the corner of Kingsway and Willingdon, known for its
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giant neon dragon sign. Kwok bought the property, a
prime location by Metropolis mall and the SkyTrain.
In 1996, the neon dragon came down and construc-
tion on the Crystal began: a symbolic handover from
one era of Chinese immigration to another.

Kwok designed the Crystal to be unlike any other
Chinese mallinthe region.He added a Hilton hotel, an
office tower and a condo tower to the complex. The
development is stratified, meaning that the complex
doesn’t have one coordinating landlord. Instead, the
hundreds of units, from offices to food court stalls,
have individual owners—unprecedented in its time.
As a result, the mall is an eclectic mix of mom-and-
pops. After a delay due to the Asian financial crisis
in 1997, the Crystal opened in 2000.

It is ultimately a shopping centre, but the Crystal
has taken on many other roles. It promotes local
produce and products and is busier than any farmers
market. It's a buzzing social space, popular with
seniors, and home to shopkeepers who get to know
your tastes. It’s a place of safety and familiarity for
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new immigrants, who can connect with important
services, including doctors and lawyers, and a place
for their Canadian-born children to connect with
their culture. And if you're not Chinese? The Crystal
is an immersive place for you to see who you share
Burnaby with.

After people finish shopping or getting a haircut,
they head to the mall's main attraction: the food
court, where they can tuck into a comforting classic
like congee or tour East Asia, with soup-filled
xiaolongbao from Shanghai, deep-fried chicken
cutlets the size of your face from Taichung or soup
noodles from Yunnan, served in a scalding stone pot
you’ll need to leave a $5 deposit for.

You'll glimpse different things at the mall depending
on what time of day or year you visit. In the morning,
burly men carry pig carcasses on their shoulders
to be cut up at the butcher shop. At Christmas,
choirs from the Chinese Christian Mission sing
carols. During election season you'll run into the
mayor—Burnaby politicians know this is the heart
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of the city’s Chinese community, and no campaign is
complete without a photo op at the Crystal.

The Crystal has all the essentials of a neighbour-
hood, and neighbourhoods change over time.
Chinese immigration is going strong, with immi-
grants coming from different locations and class
backgrounds than they used to. These days, you'll
hear Mandarin as much as Cantonese. The menu
has gotten spicier, with peppercorn duck and chewy
noodles with chilli oil. There are a dozen bubble tea
options, making the Crystal an oasis for the inter-
national students who come down from Burnaby
Mountain to quench their thirst.

Don’t let anyone tell you that the Crystal is a hidden
gem—it’s a Burnaby cornerstone.

—Christopher Cheung

Vancouver journalist
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Stand with Asians
Coalition organized
mini rallies in Burnaby
and across the Lower
Mainland in 2021. JosHuA
BERSON PHOTO. COURTESY OF
DORIS MAH.
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Documenting and sharing the
history of Chinese Canadians in
Burnaby is a step towards creating
more inclusive and equitable
futures for the next generation.

When British Columbia entered Confederation in
1871, discriminatory legislation was introduced by all
levels of government, preventing Chinese Canadians
from having equal citizenship rights and limiting
their ability to earn a living. Many Chinese Canadians
formed strong social networks to help each other,
including mutual aid societies and business associa-
tions that provided advocacy, legal support, employ-
ment placement and other supports to its members.
In the 1940s, young Chinese Canadians took action
in the face of injustice and helped change social
attitudes towards the community through their
heroic sacrifice and voluntary service during the
Second World War. From the 1950s onward, a new
generation of Chinese Canadians was challenging
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the status quo and securing work in many sectors,
including the civil service and the arts and culture
industry. As the tradition of mutual aid continued
more recent Burnaby-based grassroots, non-profit
and religious organizations were established after
the 2000s, offering services such as food distribu-
tion, immigrant settlement, intercultural education
and spiritual healing, as well as community building
through work to end anti-Asian racism. Today,
Chinese Canadians represent one of the largest
racialized communities in Burnaby. As we consider
Burnaby’s transformation over the past century, we
invite you to reflect upon the importance of indi-
vidual commitment and community networks of
support to weather difficult times and advocate for
a better future.

AR L 167



v REEN2021F M7 {UF$3426 Smith
Avenue. EIERFABEHA - #HLLE
(%) ~B (&) ~ 2 (38%) EE - KER
BAERMRESR  HeTEEHE 1
BEDEH K AR IC B E R AYST 5850 - 1B
RIBEHBERHITRE 0 2022F - %%

iR

Transforming Burnaby

v Tian Jin Temple was established in 2021

at 3426 Smith Avenue. The main altar is
designed in an ovoid arch shape decorated
with a mural depicting the sun (yang), the
moon (yin) and the stars (light of Tao).
Situated on the top of the altar is the Sword
Lion (jian shi ye) motif, which depicts a
Chinese guardian lion holding in its jaws a
seven-star sword that eliminates disasters
and obstacles. It is accompanied by two
golden and lustrous blessing streamers on

each side, 2022. COURTESY OF TIAN JIN TEMPLE.
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< A Christmas carolling
performance by
Chinese Christian
Mission volunteers at
the Crystal Mall food
court, 2003. COURTESY
OF CCM OF CANADA.
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Chinese Canadian men and women who served in
the Second World War achieved a “double victory,”
helping Canada and its allies to win the war and
ultimately enabling Chinese Canadians to win
equal rights.

Chinese Canadians served in both world wars and
in conflicts since. However, their service in the
First World War (1914—1918) did not change their
treatment. It was their participation in the Second
World War (1939—1945) that helped propel a quiet
civil rights movement that lead to the greatest
improvements in the lives of Chinese people in
Canada.

Most Chinese Canadian soldiers in the Second
World War were born and raised on Canadian soil.
Despite this, most owned an “immigration card”
and were denied the full rights of citizenship when
the Chinese Immigration Act of 1923 (known as the
Chinese Exclusion Act) was passed. Enlisting in
the war effort was an opportunity to leverage their
service and push for full and equal rights for all
Chinese in Canada.
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Initially, many who tried to enlist were rejected by the
Canadian government because of their race. After
Japan entered the war, Chinese Canadian soldiers
were deemed valuable, especially for fighting in the
Pacific region. As conflict spread and the months of
fighting turned into years, Chinese Canadians would
serve in every theatre of war and in every branch of
the armed forces.

Meanwhile, another Burnaby-based veteran, Gim
Wong, became a vocal champion of Chinese head
tax redress. Wong joined the Royal Canadian Air
Force in 1944 as one of their youngest Chinese
Canadian commissioned officers. In 2005, at the
age of 82, he rode his motorcycle from Victoria to
Ottawa to advocate for head tax redress. The “Ride
for Redress” played a key role in leading to the
federal government’s formal apology in 2006 for
past discriminatory practices towards the Chinese
Canadian community.

After the Allied victory, the efforts of these brave
young people were recognized. By 1947, the govern-
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v This immigration card was issued to all

Canadian-born Chinese children in 1923-24 .
The footer states: “This certificate does not
establish legal status in Canada.” It was this
card that, years later, would help galvanize
many young men and women to enlist and
prove their loyalty COURTESY OF THE CHINESE
CANADIAN MILITARY MUSEUM,

Howe Lee had a distinguished military
career of thirty-five years. He was also
a dedicated math and science teacher
in Burnaby for forty years and taught
at Edmonds, Burnaby South and Alpha
Secondary. EXAMINER, MARCH 25, 1965.

DOMINION OF CAMADA

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION

A

This is to certify that

whose photograph is attached hereto, has

registered as required by Section 18 of the

Chinese Immigration Act,
i)
13-14 George V.

Dated at.. Uencolyer B 0 e

thig-31lat. . day of....Decsiber, . ....192:3,

This certificote

o AN TR

Chapter 38,

CHINESE IMMIGRATION SERVICE

MNo....f

R
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Winning a Double Victory < igﬁfiﬁiﬁf%
A=EEW/IE=)
—ERFHNEREW
EERRE > 1940F
RemexzassEEy
Bt

s i -ﬁ'vj' A
Js e _'-_. Ty P < Frank Wong, brother

of Wong Bing Chew,
served in the Royal
Canadian Ordnance
Corps of the First
Canadian Army,
1940s. COURTESY OF
THE CHINESE CANADIAN
MILITARY MUSEUM.
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ment repealed the hated Chinese Exclusion Act,
and Chinese Canadians were granted the right to
Canadian citizenship. Some young veterans were
the first to receive their citizenship certificates,
opening other doors for the community, including
the right to vote, practise a range of professions,
own property outside of Chinatown and bring their
families to Canada.

The story of this double victory for the Chinese
Canadian community would have been forgotten
today if not for Howe Lee, a Burnaby school
teacher. Lee did not serve in the Second World
War; he was a member of the Army Reserve and
rose to the rank of Honorary Colonel. In 1998, Lee
founded the Chinese Canadian Military Museum
Society (CCMMS), dedicated to documenting and
commemorating the role of Chinese Canadians in
service to Canada’s military.

Two Burnaby war veterans—brothers Frank and Bing
Wong—helped Colonel Lee establish the museum
and secure a location in Vancouver’s Chinatown.
All three men dedicated countless volunteer hours
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Winning a Double Victory
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> Wong Bing Chew

(left) was an expert
marksman. Although
Bing weighed not
much more than a
hundred pounds,

he would often

be seeing hauling
around a twenty-
five-pound Bren gun.
COURTESY OF THE CHINESE
CANADIAN MILITARY
MUSEUM

to the museum by undertaking tours and speaking
engagements, conducting media interviews and
overseeing documentary and research projects.
They were active members of the museum until the
end of their lives.

Today, CCMMS continues with the help of a new
generation of Chinese Canadians, many of who
make their home in Burnaby.

—Catherine Clement

Chinese Canadian Military Museum Society
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Dr. Chak Po Tin, sBstJ

(1922-2021)
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During the Second World War, St. John Ambulance
(SJA) dispatched medical professionals worldwide
to support the Allied forces, including at the Battle
of Hong Kong, which claimed the lives of fifty-six
SJA members and over 500 Canadian soldiers
between 1941 and 1945.

Chak Po Tin, a native of Hong Kong, joined the SJA
Brigade of Hong Kong in 1937 at the age of fifteen.
During his active service, Chak witnessed the
aftermath of the St. Stephen’s College massacre and
was captured by the Japanese army and interned at
the Sham Shui Po prisoner-of-war camp with nine
other members of the SJA medical team.

After the war ended, Chak entered medical school
and became a surgeon. The Chak family immigrated
to Canada in the 1980s and settled in Burnaby. Dr.
Chak celebrated his ninety-ninth birthday in 2021
and passed away peacefully that same year. He is laid
to rest in Burnaby’s Forest Lawn Memorial Park along
with a Canadian Hong Kong veteran, Dr. John Reid.

—The Chak family
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After the war ended,
Chak Po Tin was
honored by SJUA
with an Insignia for
his contributions

as a member of the
SJA Brigade Military
Division, 1949.
COURTESY OF COLLEEN

(CHAK) AU

Investiture of Insignia of Serving Brother of the

Order of St. John of Jerusalem at Government House,

—— T

Hong Kong, January 20th, 1949.
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Richard Samuel Lee

(1930-2021
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> SRILEM A ELE

$ARGung Ho of
Granton»1960 &
o fthEE1965ERL
AMERERER
WIFEPRFE
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BRIAN KENT #& © 5R#8 B

> Richard and his

award-winning dog,
Gung Ho of Granton,
1960s. He became
one of the youngest
national judges

of the Canadian
National Retriever
Championship trials
in 1965. BRIAN KENT

PHOTOGRAPHY. COURTESY

OF HELEN LEE.

When Richard Samuel Lee applied for a job at the
municipality of Burnaby in 1953, he had no idea he
would breach the colour line and become the first
Chinese Canadian staff member of the municipality.

Lee applied for the job of bookkeeping-machine
operator with the Treasurer’s Department, unaware
of the Chinese and Japanese Exclusion Bylaw of
1892, the fourth bylaw adopted by the munici-
pality of Burnaby, which stated that “No Chinese
or Japanese artisans or labourers shall at any time
hereafter be employed in Municipal work of any
kind in the district.” The bylaw barred Chinese and
Japanese people from direct employment by the
municipality and from working for any contractors
or subcontractors engaged in municipal projects.

Lee, who was twenty-two years old and looking for
a stable job in order to build a life for himself, was
hired by Burnaby in the spring of 1953 and began
work immediately. He was notified not to return
to work the following Monday. When he asked the
personnel director, E.A. Fountain, what he could
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Richard Samuel Lee
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The Chinese and
Japanese Exclusion
Bylaw (1892) is an
example of how struc-
tural racism had an
impact on the daily lives
of Chinese Canadians.

It reads “To prohibit the
employment of Chinese
and Japanese in the
work of the Council. Be
it enacted by the Reeve
and Council of the
district of Burnaby.” city
OF BURNABY, BYLAW NUMBER:

4 - CHINESE AND JAPANESE
EXCLUSION BYLAW 1892, CITY OF
BURNABY ARCHIVES.
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have possibly done to be laid off, he was informed
about the bylaw.

With support of allies, including municipal clerk
Charles B. Brown, and an advocacy letter issued
by the Chinese Benevolent Association, Lee was
permitted to work on Tuesday. In the meantime, the
municipality took action, and on June 1, 1953, Coun-
cillors Patricia Wilks and Fred Philps gave notice of
a motion to repeal the 1892 bylaw. Council unani-
mously endorsed the repeal, and on June 15 the
bylaw was struck down.

Though Lee had not applied for the job as an act of
protest, it was through his efforts and the support
of his allies that long-standing systemic racism
embedded within the laws and regulations of an
institution was dismantled and the door opened
for others.

—Helen Lee
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> BREER AR > Portrait of Jimmy

HAEEM > hEE Chow, Cangdong
BB E > 2019 Heritage Education

B AEN AR 0 e
Avatar Prop &
Design Inc.

BEERBN+ —FEEENELENE RS With over forty-two years of experience in the film
&% 4 R A BT B (T A SIRANIR industry, Jimmy Hipman Chow designed, managed

and sourced props for more than fifty major films,

E\ \E \ J l]/_'-':I:E N zj\s B
WBRBLIE 8% (REEA) ~ (RIER including The BFG, Legends of the Fall, Snow Falling

R) (& "? (RE <<§_E'7J( SR on Cedars, X2: X-Men United, Little Women, Man of
Br) ~ (BREEm2) (52 (XEE2)) ~ () Steel, Watchmen and Seven Years in Tibet.

wA) (B (i) ~ GBA: i)
“(REEFK) (BE(FEE)) M(AREL Jimmy grew up in a traditional Chinese Canadian

EY) (BE (NGEAT)) o family. His father wanted him to get a business
degree but Jimmy went into film, getting his first job

in 1973 for CBC Vancouver on The Beachcombers.

BEREAERERNETMEAKRE K
MAZMENSHER EARKEENE

Since then, he worked on blockbuster movies,
historical period films and science fiction fantasy

o R 1I9T3FENEABRKERARRT films as a set decorator, art director and property
ENHHUEN(BERTE) ERTE—1H master. He worked with production companies, prop

TAEo th1& > fthAfh e ~ 2748 Bs A8 2D makers and antique sellers from across the globe.

ZENSHEFASREER -EELEXNRL]

EE RV R E R MR E AT “We sourced whatever the director needed

to bring the film to life—from live grizzly

BARGHMNSERGE.

bears to post-apocalyptic communica-

tion devices. To find a particular prop,
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< Jimmy Chow and
his parents in front
of their family cafe,
1950s. COURTESY OF
JIMMY CHOW.

> Jimmy Chow and his
father, Robin Chow,
1950s. COURTESY OF
JIMMY CHOW.
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sometimes | would travel to places such
as Alaska, Argentina or China to find it. If
we can'’t find the right prop, then we would

make our own.”

Jimmy’s ancestral roots can be traced to the village
of Lin Pong Lee, Kaiping County (Hoiping), China.
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Avatar Prop & Design Inc. < BREIRIGEE < Jimmy Chow carried

=23k i S IETE IR by a travelling film
OB B projectionist in

- o Asquith, Saskatch-
i oI5 2 A PRENER ewan. This was
BERENERE Jimmy’s first
fi# » 19534 ° B exposure to the
1240 film industry, 1953.

COURTESY OF JIMMY CHOW.

His father, Robin Chung Dip Chow, paid the $500
head tax and arrived in Canada at the age of fourteen.
He worked in the food industry and operated his own
cafes in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Vancouver,
living apart from his wife and children, who were in
China. In 1950, Jimmy and his mother escaped the
Communist Revolution and reunited with Robin in
Canada, settling in the Mount Pleasant neighbour-
hood in Vancouver in 1954. In 1973, Jimmy and his
wife, Donna Polos, purchased a home in Burnaby,
where they raised three children.

Jimmy established Avatar Prop & Design Inc. in
North Burnaby and participated in numerous film

productions at Bridge Studios and Mammoth
Studios in Burnaby. He became one of the first
Chinese Canadian voting members of the Academy

MEBEXRE- MIREMAARGTRERSR

of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. He was a guest

RREGENESTMERAZ— fMEBEF lecturer of film production at Capilano University
Eﬁmj(%s‘—ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ NEREFEARETH and Langara College and was a key contributor

s ’ﬂﬁ%zﬁ%tt?ﬂﬁjf@#@E‘EE2014E5_.?._1;&}]¥ to the Burnaby Village Museum’s 2014 exhibition

MR (AZHLHEY) WEESME - Burnaby Makes Movies.

_ Eesk —Jimmy Chow
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v Jimmy Chow in his

work trailer where
he spent long hours
while working on
set, 2022. Behind
him are photographs
with actors and crew
members that he
collected over the
years. DENISE FONG
PHOTO.
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Chinese Christian

Mission in Canada
(CCM Vancouver Centre)
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In 1961, the Chinese Christian Mission (CCM) was
founded in a rented garage in Detroit, USA, by
Reverend Thomas Wang to serve overseas Chinese.
In 1979, CCM Canada was established in Vancouver,
with the mission of “Reaching the Chinese to Reach
the World.” Service centres opened in Calgary in
1992, Montreal in 2003 and Toronto in 2007.

Anticipation of the handover of Hong Kong to China
in 1997 spurred a new wave of emigration from Hong
Kong to Canada. Many of the new immigrants spoke
little English and faced challenges adjusting to life
in Canada. When a commercial strata unit at Crystal
Mall in Burnaby became available for purchase in the
1990s, CCM Canada saw the potential of the high-
traffic urban centre to reach new immigrants. The
Board mobilized local Chinese churches, pastors
and believers to fundraise $1.3 million for the down
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Chinese Christian
Mission (CCM) Canada’s
new headquarters
before renovations,
1999. The four pillars

of the organization are
Literature Mission, Small
Town Mission, Interna-
tional Overseas Mission
and Urban Mission.
COURTESY OF CCM CANADA.
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Chinese Christian Mission in Canada v UREZLRES v Ribbon-cutting

EiErh(= 8 SfEErh ceremony on opening
N e, day of the CCM
ISP Y

252000 & o e Vancouver Centre

T mEx at Crystal Mall in
s Burnaby, 2000.

COURTESY OF CCM CANADA.
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payment; the purchase was finalized in 1999. The
CCM Canada headquarters and CCM Vancouver
Centre officially opened in Crystal Mall in September
2000.

We are located next to the Crystal Mall food court on
the second floor. Visit us any day of the week and you
will notice that our Centre is bustling with activity.
CCM Centre offers in-person and online program-
ming grounded in our Christian faith (delivered in
English, Cantonese and Mandarin Chinese), including
weekday church services and Bible study; infor-
mational classes and workshops on health, safety,
first aid, music, calligraphy, etc.; interest groups
and recreational activities for seniors, women and
new immigrants. We provide counselling services on
marriage and parenting, as well as caring services for
cancer patients, caregivers and families with special
needs. We host art and photograph exhibitions. In
the summer we organize family outings and summer
camps for children and youth.

—Angela Kan

former CCM Vancouver Centre Director (retired),

current Board of Directors, CCM Canada
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the religious roots of
the building, 2010s.
COURTESY OF TIAN JIN
TEMPLE.

Tian Jin Temple at 3426 Smith Avenue was estab-
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temple in Canada. Our main principle is “to help, to
save, to enlighten.” We promote Chinese cultural
heritage and development, engage in charity and
community services, facilitate academic exchanges
and share the Taoist lifestyle based on our five
core values: support, inspire, growth, caring and
belonging.

Every spring, we host TJ Fest, a free community
event that showcases multiculturalism and diversity
through drum and dance performances, as well
as displays of Chinese cuisine, arts and crafts. In
2013, TJ Living was established, extending our
community service capacity. We have donated
more than 200,000 pounds of food to the Greater
Vancouver Food Bank and distributed sandwiches,
electric fans and medical supplies to elderly and
vulnerable people in Burnaby and neighbouring
communities. We also participate in fundraisers for
local social services agencies, medical institutions
and overseas disaster fundraising efforts.

—Jeffrey Yu

Operations Manager, Tian Jin Temple
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Tia n J|n Tem ple L REECEEANSBYENZES T ¢ Food items packaged for the food drive at

BN E R 2010FER o xemmat. the parking lot of Tian Jin Temple, 2010s.
COURTESY OF TIAN JIN TEMPLE.

v REEN\FR - ERAEMRAERER v One of Tian Jin Temple’s Eight Generals
HEREEM > ARG BRI Troupe, a traditional Taiwanese temple fair
SEEMAM xR street-art performance that consists of

drumming and costumed dance performers.
COURTESY OF TIAN JIN TEMPLE.
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—Tracie

REEME

“When | ask others why they persistently

volunteer at Tian Jin Temple, the common
answer is because of the warmth and
happiness of the community. Tian Jin
Temple is like a big family. The two masters
here provide care and guidance to us like

our parents.”

—Tracie

member of Tian Jin Temple
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"ﬁm&i% %%z@ﬁﬁ’%fﬂ RLERRIE R including prayer, divination, ritual services, medi-
52~ F A KB AERIZ o ke mimet- tation and consultation, as well as adult and youth

drumming class, fitness dance, yoga and tai chi.
COURTESY OF TIAN JIN TEMPLE.
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Stand with Asians
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SWAC is a grassroots organization co-founded in
2021 by Burnaby activists in response to the rise in
anti-Asian racism during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our group consists of more than 2,600 Facebook
members, representing diverse cultures and age
groups across Canada. It all started when | read
a story in Burnaby Now about the Burnaby RCMP
report of a 350% increase in anti-Asian hate crimes in
2020 compared to 2019. | contacted Burnaby Mayor
Mike Hurley, and the idea emerged to declare May
10 as a Day of Action against Anti-Asian Racism.

SWAC sent out more than a thousand emails asking
municipal governments across Canada to follow
suit and issue proclamations (official government
declarations) in May to coincide with Asian Heritage
Month. By the end of 2021, more than forty municipal
governments issued proclamations, representing
nearly nine million Canadians.

We also launched a Facebook group and quickly
garnered the attention of community supporters
across the Lower Mainland, who organized rallies.
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Stand with Asians Coalition (swac)
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EREHMAIAR Doris Mah and her
BEI90FERES parents in front of
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AR EERR © new immigrants to
BARBTHER Canada in the 1990s.

COURTESY OF DORIS MAH.
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Our organizing principle is to gather and then
scatter—to bring together like-minded people and
to empower them to organize locally. Our long-term
goal is to unite municipalities across the country to
acknowledge the impact of anti-Asian racism and
to promote change through building intercultural
understanding.

Throughout this process, we have received hate
messages. Thankfully, we also have many allies,
including BC labour unions, the Burnaby Together
Coalition and the City of Burnaby’s anti-racism
subcommittee. In 2022, we received a BC Multicul-
turalism and Anti-Racism Award from the Govern-
ment of British Columbia. We are very proud that
Burnaby has taken on a proactive role in supporting
anti-racism.

—Doris Mah
SWAC co-founder
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Rooted: Chinese Canadian Stories in Burnaby is
a publication of the Burnaby Village Museum and
made possible by the City of Burnaby, and its publi-
cation is part of an ongoing commitment by the City
to acknowledge the diverse roots of Burnaby.

We acknowledge the Chinese Canadian History
Advisory Committee for their advice, contribu-
tions and support of this project. The Advisory
Committee is a volunteer group of the Burnaby
Village Museum, and its members include: Cecil
Lee, christina lee, Daphne Woo, Edmond Leong, Gail
(Law) Yip, Henry Yu, Josephine Hong, Julie Lee, Ken
Yip, Kevin Huang, Richard N. Liu and Sarah Ling.

Research for this book builds upon on a multiyear
research project on Chinese Canadian history
launched in 2017. The work of researchers Will
Archibald, Eric Damer, Denise Fong, and Allen
Seager was invaluable in the first phase of the
research, as were stories shared by Richard Samuel
Lee and Howe Lee. In addition to building a body
of research material, the project led to the develop-
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ment of several heritage plaques, a short film about
Burnaby’s Chinese market gardens, the award-
winning Across the Pacific exhibition at the Burnaby
Village Museum, and publication of the Chinese
Canadian History in Burnaby Resource Guide.
Exhibit and program development based on this
research continues at the Burnaby Village Museum.

Many individuals and families have generously
shared their stories and photographs to make this
book possible, including: Angela Kan (Chinese
Christian Mission in Canada), Catherine Clement
(Chinese Canadian Military Museum), Christo-
pher Cheung, Colleen Au, Richard N. Liu (St. John
Ambulance), Donald Wong (Joe Wong Farm), Doris
Mah (Stand with Asians Coalition), Gail (Law) Yip
(Tai Yee Yuen), Helen Lee (Richard S. Lee family),
Jeffrey Yu (Tian Jin Temple), Jimmy Chow (Avatar
Prop & Design Inc.), Joshua Berson, Julie & Cecil
Lee (Douglas Road Farm), Ken Yip (Tong Yip Farm),
Linda Yip, the Chu family (Tommy’s Market), the
Chow family (Marine Market), the H.Y. Louie family,
the Hong family (Hop On Farm), the Lee & Lam
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> The Chinese Benevolent Association
national headquarters was located in the
heart of Chinatown in Vancouver, where
many of Burnaby’s Chinese Canadian
families shopped, used services or visited
with friends at the family associations, 1961.
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VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 41625.

family (Hilltop Grocery), the Leong family (Leong’s
Nursery), the Ko family (Watling Grocery), the
Lee family (C&L Confectionery), the Lee family
(Dragon Inn Restaurant), christina lee (OK Grocery
& OK Food Mart), the Wong family (Burnaby Market),
the Wong family (Wing Wong’s Nursery), the Woo
family (North Burnaby Wonton House), the Yee
family (Sun Tai Sang Farm), Vivian Dong.

Historical photographs were also provided through
the Burnaby Village Museum, City of Burnaby
Archives, Surrey Archives and Vancouver Public
Library.

Historical documents referenced in the chapter “A
Concise History of Chinese Canadians in Burnaby”
include Burnaby bylaws and Council minutes
(HeritageBurnaby.ca), local historical newspapers
(Burnaby Village Museum) and historical documents
(City of Vancouver Archives, Unemployed Organiza-
tions, 1935). Additional references include Saltwater
City: An lllustrated History of the Chinese in
Vancouver (2006), Journeys of Hope: Challenging
Discrimination & Building on Vancouver Chinatown’s
Legacies (2018) and A Seat at the Table: Chinese
Immigration and British Columbia (2027).

For assistance with research on Burnaby’s history
visit HeritageBurnaby.ca or contact the Burnaby
Village Museum.
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Burnaby Village Museum respectfully acknowl-
edges that Burnaby is located on the ancestral
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and SkwxwU7mesh-speaking peoples.
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The Dragon Inn neon
sign was an iconic
landmark on the corner
of Kingsway and Will-
ingdon Avenue, 1976.
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556-239. (p 136)
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Hilltop Grocery
operated from 1958 to
2015 near the corner

of Douglas Road and
Woodsworth Street.
The store carried a wide
variety of dry goods and
grocery items. In later
years, when lottery and
scratch tickets became
popular, Loy Lee was
named “Lotto Loy” by
his customers as he
would often organize
group lottery pools.
COURTESY OF ALAN LEE. (p 102)
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Stand with Asians
Coalition organized
mini rallies in Burnaby
and across the Lower
Mainland in 2021. JosHuA
BERSON PHOTO. COURTESY OF
DORIS MAH. (p 162)
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The use of intensive
farming techniques
such as raised beds and
planting in tight rows
increased productivity
on Chinese Canadian
market gardens, 1961.
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[PROVINCE NEWSPAPER] 41621.
(p 44
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